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Abstract: The bird life of the forests of Sango Bay, Buddu

County, Masaka District, Uganda, is here described for the first

time. Hitherto there were a few haphazard specimen records for a

small part of the avifauna of Buddu widely scattered in the pub-

lished data, and almost none of these came from the Sango Bay

area. The collection reported herein, made in 1968 in the Mala-

bigambo and Namalala Forests, comprises 760 examples of 138

species of birds. While no new forms have been found among
them, there are indications of incipient micro-evolutionary varia-

tional trends in a few species. The collection reveals numerous

extensions of previously known ranges of some birds. The most

important, and the greatest, in a geographic sense, of these refer

to such little known birds as Alcedo leucogaster leopoldi, Phyl-

lastrephus icterinus tricolor, Malimbus malimbicus malimbicus,

and Nesocharis ansorgei ansorgei.

The fact that in the wet season these forests are actually

flooded has resulted in the terrestrial nesting sylvan birds accom-
modating their breeding time to the early part of the dry season,

and also in the development of incipient arboreal habits in even

so ground haunting a species as the little rail, Sarothrura pulchra

centralis.

Introduction

Exploration of the part of southern Uganda immediately to the west of

Lake Victoria may be said to have begun with Speke’s famous expedition of

1862, when he first traversed eastern Ankole, a short distance to the west of

the Sango Bay area, the region of our present interest. In 1875 Stanley

circumnavigated Lake Victoria and undoubtedly passed close to and saw the

forests where they reached the shores of Sango Bay, but he did not collect or

report any birds on that trip. Captain Speke did make a small bird collection,

published on in 1864 by P. L, Sclater, but none of his specimens came from

the area of our present concern. Similarly, no birds were obtained by Villiers,

who made a diagonal crossing from southeast to northwest of southern Buddu
and eastern Ankole in 1893. The first ornithological collector to visit the

region was apparently Franz Stuhlmann, who, with Emin Pascha, traversed

Karagwe, immediately to the south of the Sango Bay area, and crossed the

Kagera River, but they did little collecting on that stage of their joint expedi-

tion. Stuhlmann obtained only nine species of birds in this area, each repre-

sented by a single specimen, and none of them were forest dwellers. Stuhl-
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of forests.

mann’s entire collection, made on a long trip of which the Buddu section was

only a small part, was published on by Reichenow (1892, 1893).

Knowledge of the birds of that portion of Uganda on the west shore of

Lake Victoria from Masaka south to the Tanzanian border, the region called

Buddu, was not added to until the work of Walter G. Doggett, naturalist at-

tached by Sir Harry Johnston to the Anglo-German Boundary Commission

under Lt. Col. C. Delme-Radcliffe. Doggett, whose work was prematurely

terminated by his death from drowning when his canoe capsized in the Kagera

River, collected in Buddu, Msozi, Mulema, and Ketoma, all relatively near the

Sango Bay area, from December, 1902, to May, 1903. His collections were

reported on by Ogilvie-Grant (1905), and were later incorporated in Reich-

enow’s (1911) account of the birds of the lake region of central Africa. This

paper was based largely on the material collected by the German Central

African Expedition of 1907-1908 under Archduke Adolf Friedrich of Meck-

lenburg, but included all previous records as well. This expedition entered the

Minziro Forest, in Tanzania just south of the Uganda border, but collected

very little there. The Minziro Forest is the southern continuation of the
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Malabigambo Forest, north of the Tanzania-Uganda border, and it is in the

Malabigambo that the collection was made that has occasioned this present

paper. In Reichenow’s 1911 survey paper, the small number of species re-

corded from “Buddu” or from “Buddu Wald” reveals how slight Doggett’s

sampling of the local avifauna was. Since his pioneer efforts, only sporadic and

minor additions have been made to the published information, based pri-

marily on specimens obtained by, or for, F. J. Jackson; Neave, who collected

a few birds in the Tero Forest; Goudey, who also collected in that same forest;

and later V. G. L. van Someren. These records are merely listed as from Buddu,

Kagera, and Tero Forest by Jackson (1938) and by van Someren (1922,

1932). They involve some 68 kinds of birds, but only seven are forest species

( Mesopicos xantholophus, Bleda syndactyla, Bleda eximia, Stizorhina fraseri,

Platysteira castanea, Trochocercus nigromitratus, and Terpsiphone rufiventer )

,

all of which are represented in our present collection.

The lack of ornithological data from Buddu prior to Doggett’s work may
be seen from the blanks on Reichenow’s map (1902, Atlas, map B), revealing

no localities from which specimens had been reported for all of Buddu from

the Katonga River in the north, south to the Kagera River, on the Tanzanian

border, although “Buddu” is listed in the gazeteer as a locality from which

both Neumann and Stuhlmann had collected birds. Reichenow’s atlas volume

was published before the report on Doggett’s collection was issued, and his

localities are therefore not mentioned.

Stuhlmann we have already discussed. Neumann (1899, pp. 68, 69)

recorded examples of two species of plantain-eaters, Musophaga rossae and

Chizaerhis ( —Crinifer ) zonurus

,

from the Buddu coast, and further cited, as

evidence of a west African element in the avifauna there, the presence of such

birds as Corytheola cristata, Agapornis pullaria ( ugandae ), Campephaga
phoenicea (probably Campephaga quiscalina martini ), Cinnyris superbus

( =Nectarinia superba buvuma), Cyanomitra viridisplendens (= Nectarinia

verticalis viridisplendens)
,

and Cyanomitra cyanolaema {—Nectarinia cyano-

laema octaviae)

.

All of the species listed by Neumann, except the last one, are

represented in the present Malabigambo collection, and this species was not

actually obtained by Neumann in Buddu. His only specimen was taken at Kwa
Mtessa, Ssingo Province, northern Uganda. It is not clear, therefore, why he

included it in his list of west African species found in Buddu.

Doggett collected 14 species in Buddu near the western shore of Lake
Victoria. All of them were non-forest birds, a gull, two plovers, a sandpiper,

three herons, a stork, an ibis, a pygmy goose, whiteheaded eagle, osprey, and

two kingfishers. At Msozi, also near the lake shore, he obtained 19 species,

again non-forest birds, and at the mouth of the Kagera River he collected a

single species, the whitefaced tree duck. His Mulema collection was more
extensive but less immediately pertinent to our present study, as that locality

is a considerable distance farther to the west and is about 1200 feet higher in
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altitude than the Sango Bay forests. Most of the Mulema birds were non-sylvan

species. At Ketoma he collected only two birds, a pipit and a parrot.

The great majority of the records listed by Jackson (1938) and by van

Someren (1922; 1932) are reported merely as Buddu, and probably did not

come from Sango Bay. Apparently no important or extensive collections have

been made in that exact area, but we do know that Captain C. R. S. Pitman

spent a little time there in August, 1929, whence he recorded the yellow-crested

woodpecker and the Congo forest akalat (1931a,b), both of which are included

in our 1968 Malabigambo collection.

Captain Pitman (in litt., July 1968) informs me that he also collected the

following four species there —Circaetus cinerascens Muller, Halcyon malim-

bica malimbica (Shaw), Pycnonotus virens holochlorus (van Someren),

Nectarinia chloropygia orphogaster (Reichenow).

The first of these is a bird of the open country, not of the forest, and was,

in fact, collected outside of, but close to, the edge of the Malabigambo. The

other three are forest birds and all are represented in our present collections.

To judge from his letter, Captain Pitman considered the Sango Bay forests to

show some ecological and faunal affinity with the forest regions east of Lake

Kivu.

While odd records of Buddu bird specimens may well be found scattered

through the literature or hidden unpublished in museum collections, the chief

compilations hitherto have been those of Reichenow (1911), van Someren

(1922; 1932) and of Jackson (1938). These combined lists include Buddu
records for 68 species of birds, 48 of which are not represented in our present

collection, which contains 138 species, making a combined total of 186 kinds

of birds from Buddu County. The 49 species recorded many years ago from

Buddu but not represented in our Sango Bay material are almost all birds of

open bushveldt, not of true forest, and this fact makes it appear that the present

collection is the first sizeable one made in the interior of the Sango Bay forests.

Even in the present collection there are some birds that were obtained just

outside of the forest or in open glades within it, and are not typically sylvan

species. Aside from these few species, the collection does give us our first fairly

comprehensive indication of the avifauna of the wet woodlands of the area,

and in particular of the Malabigambo Forest, the largest of the Sango Bay

forests.

The 48 species of birds from these Buddu lists not represented in the

present collection are:

Nycticorax nycticorax nycticorax (Linnaeus)

Butorides striatus atricapillus ( Afzelius)

Butorides rufiventris (Sundevall)

Scopus umbretta umbretta Gmelin

Anastomus lamelligerus lamelligerus Temminck
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Dendrocygna bicolor (Vieillot)

Dendrocygna viduata (Linnaeus)

Nettapus auritus (Boddaert)

Anas sparsa leucostigma Ruppell

Terathopius ecaudatus (Daudin)

Aquila wahlbergi Sundevall

Pandion haliaetus haliaeius (Linnaeus)

Francolinus sephaena grantii Hartlaub

Burhinus vermiculatus vermiculatus (Cabanis)

Vanellus spinosus (Linnaeus)

Vanellus senegallus lateralis Smith

Charadrius pecuarius pecuarius Temminck
Charadrius tricollaris tricollaris Vieillot

Tringa glareola Linnaeus

Calidris alba (Pallas)

Glareola nuchalis nuchalis Gray

Streptopelia senegalensis senegalensis (Linnaeus)

Treron calva salvadorii Hartert and Goodson

Corythaixoides personata leopoldi (Shelley)

Chrysococcyx caprius (Boddaert)

Bubo africanus cinerascens Guerin

Ceryle maxima (Pallas)

Apus niansae (Reichenow)

Eurystomus glaucurus afer (Latham)

Tockus nasutus nasutus (Linnaeus)

Macronyx croceus (Vieillot)

Turdoides jardinei emini (Neumann)
Parisoma plumb eum plumbeum (Hartlaub)

Saxicola torquata axillaris (Shelley)

Cossypha heuglini heuglini Hartlaub

Cossypha niveicapilla melanonota (Cabanis)

Erythropygia hartlaubi Reichenow

Muscicapa minima pumila (Reichenow)

Cisticola galactotes nyansae Neumann
Parus niger purpurascens van Someren

Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus (Lichtenstein)

Nectarinia venusta igneiventris Reichenow

Nectarinia mariquensis suahelica (Reichenow)

Lamprotornis chloropterus elisabeth Stresemann

Passer griseus griseus (Vieillot)

Ploceus baglafecht stuhlmanni (Reichenow)

Ploceus intermedius intermedius Ruppell

Vidua hypocherina Verreaux
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The Los Angeles County Museum Survey of 1968

As may be deduced from the foregoing comments, the extensive forests

of the Sango Bay area on the western side of Lake Victoria, have been very

slightly studied faunally in the past. In 1968, as part of a zoological survey of

the isolated forests of western Uganda by the Los Angeles County Museum of

Natural History, sponsored by National Science Foundation Grant GB-5107,

it was deemed advisable to send a collecting party to the Sango Bay area even

though it is considerably to the east of the forests of extreme western Uganda
that were our primary concern.

The field party consisted of A. L. Archer, who devoted his attention

largely to small mammals, but also did some of the bird collecting, both by

gun and by use of mist nets, and made examinations and reports of all bird

stomachs; R. Glen, who took charge of all herpetological collecting, but did

much of the netting and shooting of birds and wrapped all the bird specimens;

and Mrs. E. Archer, who did all the labelling of birds and mammals, and took

charge of the butterfly and moth collecting. The party also included eleven

trained African skinners, trappers, driver and camp cook, and employed a

small number of local laborers for camp chores and for cutting lines for nets

through the bush. The visit to the Sango Bay forests began on January 25 and

terminated on February 19, 1968. During this period very sizeable collections

were made, including 760 birds of 138 species, 256 mammals of over 40

species, 484 reptiles and amphibians, 470 butterflies, and over 1800 moths.

The present paper deals only with the birds collected, but all of these collec-

tions now are in the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History.

Almost all of the bird collecting was done in the Malabigambo Forest,

about ten miles west of Lake Victoria, just north of the Tanzanian border, at

an altitude of 3800 feet. The Malabigambo, comprising about 25,600 acres, is

the largest of the four forests of the Sango Bay area, the others being the

Namalala, Kaiso, and Tero Forests. Because of its large size, collecting was

limited to the Malabigambo until the last few days of the stay, when lack of

additional species in the daily “take” made it seem that the local fauna had

been fairly well covered. This left time for a little work in only one of the

other forests, the Namalala, but there is little reason to think that these forest

faunas differ appreciably among themselves. The Namalala Forest extends

almost to the shore line of Lake Victoria, while Tero is virtually a pair of small

forest islands surrounded by marsh and year-round swamp. Kaiso is described

as being very similar to Malabigambo and is subject to similar drainage, and

in neither does a waterlogged swamp forest condition exist for much of the

year. All four forests were being exploited for timber, especially trees of a

species of Podocarpus, and the regeneration of these sylvan elements has been

negligible. The forests were leased until 1966 to a private lumbering company,

during which time there was little control of their cutting activities. These

woodlands were the first in Uganda to be exploited for sawmilling, and it is
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fortunate that enough of their sylvan character has been preserved to enable

our party to make a representative, if somewhat belated, survey of their

terrestrial vertebrates.

The following basic data on these forests is taken from a mimeographed

report of April, 1955, by the staff of the Chief Conservator of Forests of the

Uganda Forest Department. Information on the botanical aspects of these

forests in their original condition are fortunately available in a report by Dawe
(1906) and in an unpublished one by Dawe and Stevenson (1908), entitled

“Report on a visit to the forests between the Kagera and Bokova Rivers.”

Contemporaneous with these is an account of the Minziro Forest of the

immediately adjacent portion of Tanzania, by Holtz (1906-1911), while an

unpublished report listing the trees, shrubs, herbs, and grasses of the Sango

Bay area by Philip (1953), entitled “Report on a joint safari with A.C.F.

Lake Province, Tanganyika to the Minziro Forest and Sango Bay Estates”; is

on file in the Entebbe office of the Uganda Forest Department. All these

unpublished accounts are briefly summarized in the 1955 mimeographed

report mentioned above.

The Namalala and Tero Forests are separate blocks situated along the

Bukora and Nakafunja Rivers, respectively, and are about two miles from

Sango Bay. The Kaiso and Malabigambo Forests are, in effect, the northern

arms of a larger block of woodlands, the Minziro Forest, most of which is in

Tanzania, south of the Uganda border. The Namalala has an estimated area of

5760 acres, Tero has 1907, and Kaiso has 4020, all three together comprising

less than half the acreage of Malabigambo. As all four of these forests lack any

major drainage channels, during the wet season the whole area is covered by

water and even during the dry season some of it is waterlogged a few feet from

the surface. The Namalala, which lies near the shore of Lake Victoria, is said

to be better drained than the rest, but even so the 1955 report describes it as

having the characters of “hog wallows,” some of which join up to form wind-

ing ribbonlike depressions over twenty meters long.

It appears that area represents an old flood plain of the Kagera River

formed soon after the rise of Lake Victoria to its present level, and it is

assumed that the present course of the Kagera in this area is a relatively recent

development and that the plain on either side is a submerged, and later raised,

plain of the Kagera or its tributaries, among which are the Bukora and

Nakafunja Rivers. The larger streams are papyrus -choked and their rate of

flow is slow, except after heavy rains, when a temporary head of water allows

for a relatively steep gradient across the plain to Lake Victoria.

The Sango Bay forests are, thus, moister, more apt to be covered with

ground water at times, than any of the forests of extreme western Uganda;

but strangely enough, the bird collections herein reported do not reveal any of

the usual effects of increased humidity, such as greater melanism or more
intense pigmentation. Two explanations present themselves —either the forests
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are relatively too young to have given time for such trends to begin to show

themselves in their avian inhabitants, or the populations of the resident birds

are sporadically added to by colonizers of their own kind. That the latter is

more probable than the former is suggested by the following statement in the

1955 forestry report, already referred to “.
. . The sharp edges of the forest

indicates that it is not spreading but neither are there signs that it is decreasing

in size ... It is known that the climate of Uganda and particularly the Lake

shore has varied considerably during Historical and Recent Geological times.

It has been suggested that the forest at present is out of sympathy with its site

conditions and, if not changing in make up, is a ‘fossil’ forest of the past. To
support this theory, it is considered that the climatic conditions of the past

may have been considerably drier (this is certainly established) and the whole

site better drained with a lower lake level . .
.” This is made even more explicit

in Dale’s (1954) report, in which he attempted to correlate climatic changes

with the increase and decrease of the extent of forested areas in Uganda. He
stated that after the “Nakuru” wet phase, about 850 B.C., eastern Africa

became drier. The fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries were wetter

again, but drier conditions prevailed from then to the middle of the nineteenth

century, since when the climate has once more become wetter.

In the following annotated account of the specimens collected, many
species are reported as being found chiefly, if not wholly, in the undergrowth

of the seasonal, then dry, swamp forests. This raises the question as to where

these birds go in the wet season when the forest floor is apt to be uncom-

fortably wet, and, at times, under standing water. The collectors actually

provide a suggestion of an answer in their field notes on one of the little sylvan

rails, Sarothrura pulchra centralis, when they comment that even so terrestrial

a bird as this has learned of necessity to be partly arboreal to an extent not

recorded, or possibly not necessary, in some other parts of its range. It would

seem that those species of birds that nest on, or very close to, the ground might

be forced to breed during the dry season. However, this is not borne out with

any definiteness by the gonadal condition of the specimens herein reported.

Certainly the birds of these species taken during the dry season in Malabigambo

are by no means all, or even largely, individuals with enlarged reproductive

organs. For example, of the rail mentioned above, not one of the 6 specimens

obtained had gonads that were more than slightly enlarged. Other terrestrial

nesters in the present collection that showed little or no gonadal swelling in

January and February are Francolinus squamatus
,

Guttera edouardi, Saro-

thrura elegans, Alcedo leucogaster, Ceyx picta, Halcyon malimbica, Aletha

diademata, and Alethe poliocephala. However, our series of Erithacus erythro-

thorax revealed gonadal enlargement in six out of a total of 11 individuals

collected. Other species that showed a similar range of gonadal condition are

Trichastoma rufipenne, Trichastoma fulvescens, and Erithacus cyornithopsis.

It may be that the two Trichastomas nest high enough off the ground, although
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still in the low undergrowth, to be able to accommodate to a degree of fairly

shallow inundation of the forest floor.

Welearn from the latest compilation of the rainfall statistics of the Sango

Bay area shown in the Atlas of Uganda, issued in 1962 by the Department of

Lands and Surveys of Uganda, that the average precipitation is 3 inches a

month in January and February, the time our collectors were there, and rises to

6 inches in March, to 10 inches in April and May, and then subsides to 2 inches

in June, July, August, and September, climbing to 3 inches in October and to

4 inches in November and December. This implies that the time when the

forest floor is critically flooded is limited to the period from late March to mid

June, which gives the ground haunting birds of the forest a good part of the

year free from excessive ground water. It also suggests that the season when
our present collection was made was toward the end of the dry period, and

this, in turn, suggests that while some of our specimens still had enlarged

gonads most of them were already through breeding. The fact that few of them

are in abraded plumage also bears out the thought that they are probably post-

breeding rather than pre-breeding birds, as most birds molt soon after nesting

and then are in fresh plumage. This, in turn, indicates that they must have done

their breeding in the early part of the dry season.
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Annotated List of Specimens

Except where otherwise noted, all specimens were collected in, or at the

edge of, the Malabigambo Forest, 3800 feet above sea-level, in January and

February, 1968. The nomenclature used in this paper follows that of White’s

check-list, except where otherwise explained, even though it does seem that in

some cases he has “lumped” races that may prove to be distinct. The order of

the passerine families follows that of Mackworth-Praed and Grant (1955,

1957) ;
the sequence of the species within each family is that of White (1960-

1965) except in the case of groups more recently covered in the volumes of

the continuation of Peters’s Check-list. All the specimens are in the collection

of the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History, referred to in a few

instances as LACM.
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THRESKIORNITHIDAE
Bostrychia hagedash brevirostris (Reichenow)

One adult male, testes slightly enlarged, February 17; bill length (chord)

174.6 mm; weight 1262 grams; maxilla with basal half of culmen dark crim-

son; iris white; feet black, with scales on toes and part way up the tarsus pink.

The specimen was collected in a native cultivation area at the edge of the

forest, where it was feeding on the ground. It had a number of beetles and

caterpillars in its stomach.

The long bill of this specimen agrees with White’s figures (1965, p. 30)

for Ethiopian and Sudanese birds, 152-180 mm, as compared with 122-163 for

coastal east African examples, and 130-165 for west African ones. If the race

nilotica where to be recognized, our present specimen would fit with that

subspecies in its bill length, as well as in its geographical source.

ACCIPITRIDAE
Polyboroides radiatus typus Smith

One adult male, in non-breeding state, was collected in the seasonal

swamp forest, as it landed on a low tree at the edge of a path on January 26.

The bird is in worn plumage, weighed 652 grams; bill black, with the soft parts

white; iris dark brown; bare skin around the eye yellow; feet yellow. The bird

had a partly digested nestling of an unidentified bird in its stomach.

Lophaetus occipitalis (Daudin)

One adult male, testes not enlarged, was taken on February 1 1, in a forest

glade in dry seasonal swamp forest, where it was seen perching on the top of a

dead tree. It had the remains of an unidentified rodent in its stomach. Maxilla

pale blue gray, with black tip; mandible at base, and cere grayish yellow; gape

yellow; iris rich yellow; feet pale yellow; weight, 931 grams.

PHASIANIDAE
Francolinus squamatus schuetti Cabanis

Three scaly francolins were obtained: an adult male, testes not enlarged,

January 29; adult male, testes slightly enlarged, February 5; adult female,

ovary slightly enlarged, February 7. The first one was taken along a vehicle

track in dry seasonal swamp forest; the other two in dense undergrowth in the

same habitat. The two males weighed 519 and 553 grams, respectively, the

female 398 grams. Notes on the soft parts: bill deep orange to reddish orange

in the males, bright red in the female; iris dark brown to dark gray brown; feet

orange to reddish orange; stomach contents, grit and small seeds.

We follow White (1965, p. 89 )in considering zappeyi as synonymous

with schuetti , although our present birds are slightly darker in the median

areas of the feathers of the breast and upper back than are others from extreme
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western Uganda, the westernmost examples available for comparison. How-
ever, Hall (1963, p. 137) found that all the discontinuous, scattered popula-

tions of this species east of the lower Guinea forest are sufficiently alike to be

united in the race schuetti. Within this large area, from the Sudan and Ethiopia,

south through Uganda and Kenya to western Tanzania, there is considerable

local and individual variation, but no consistent variational trends that may be

correlated with geography, in spite of the diverse types of habitats in which

discrete populations are found.

Guttera edouardi sethsmithi Neumann

An adult female, ovary slightly enlarged, was taken on February 8, in a

snare set by a mammal trapper in currently dry seasonal swamp forest. It

agrees in coloration with other examples from western Uganda (Budongo

Forest). It weighed 963 grams; stomach contents, small fruit seeds and grit.

Soft parts: basal portion of maxilla pale greenish gray, rest of maxilla more

grayish and paler, becoming dirty white at the tip; mandible bluish gray shad-

ing to pale gray terminally; iris dark brown; feet and tarsi dark brown, tinged

with gray; bare skin around eye blackish, shading to deep violet blue on the

occiput and nape; chin and throat red.

RALLIDAE
Sarothrura elegans (Smith)

Two examples of the buff-spotted rail were netted in dense undergrowth

in seasonal swamp forest, February 5 and 12 respectively. Both were males

with slight testicular enlargement. The February 12th bird has the buff spots

on the upperparts slightly paler and less rufous than the other. The latter

agrees with others from western Uganda (Bugoma and Bwamba). The soft

parts were noted as follows: maxilla dark horn gray to black; mandible with

pink to pinkish white edges and with dark gray tips; iris dark brown; feet dull

grayish brown; weight, 40 and 43 grams; stomach contents, insect fragments

and grit.

Sarothrura pulchra centralis Neumann

Six of these little rails were obtained, January 27 to February 6, two adult

males, three adult females (one of which was wrongly labeled as a male, but

corrected in the field data slip)
,

one subadult female. The last specimen has the

chestnut breast obscurely banded with fuscous posteriorly and the abdominal

bars slightly less contrasting (the black bars more fuscous) than the adults.

These specimens agree with a series from western Uganda (Kibale, Budongo,

Bugoma, Bwamba). All were in non-breeding condition; all had insects and

small seeds in their stomachs, and weighed 33, 44, 46 and 48 grams (females),

46, and 49 grams (males)
;

bills dark horn gray to black; feet dull gray brown;



12 Contributions in Science No. 162

iris dark brown in males, reddish brown to light brown in females.

These rails get up from the forest floor more often than has been sus-

pected hitherto. Thus, one was collected about four feet off the ground as it

was clambering about on a horizontal branch, waving its outstretched wings,

apparently as a balancing device. Another was eight feet up in a bush when
collected. It may be that these usually terrestrial birds have learned to climb

up into the bushes and trees during the annual wet season when these swamp
forests are flooded, and that this behavior carries over into the dry season.

In the Budongo Forest Williams also found these rails 6 to 8 feet off the

ground. A low chuck-chuck note was heard from two of the birds collected.

One specimen, possibly a sick bird, was picked up by hand along a path in

the forest.

COLUMBIDAE
Columba unicincta Cassin

This pigeon is fairly common in the Malabigambo Forest. Three adult

males were collected; one with enlarged testes, January 30, “appeared to be

building a nest” according to the collectors; the others with slightly enlarged

gonads, February 5; bill pale gray, with the soft parts darker and more

bluish; iris red; the bare skin around the eye dull red; feet pale gray; stomach

contents, orange fruit seeds and large grit; weight, 390, 440 and 490 grams.

The birds were found well up in the tall trees in the seasonal (dry) swamp
forest.

Through the kindness of the authorities of the American Museum of

Natural History and of the Field Museum, it has been possible to assemble

a long series (24 specimens) of the Afep pigeon, including two practically

topotypical birds from Gabon, five from the Congo, and 17 from western and

central Uganda. These showed a general agreement in coloration and in

dimensions. The study was initiated because smaller material at first suggested

that birds from extreme western Uganda seemed to have the white area on the

lower middle abdomen more extensive than did the present Sango Bay ex-

amples. It was found that this apparent difference was partly due to the prep-

aration of the specimens and was not correlated with geography. No signifi-

cant consistent difference between Gabon birds and a good number of eastern

specimens (Sezibwa River and Mabira Forest, Uganda) could be demon-

strated. The Sango Bay specimens are less extensively white on the posterior

underparts than examples from Bugoma, Budongo, Mabira, and Sezibwa, but

are matched by others from still farther west, from Beni and Niangara in the

Congo.

Streptopelia semitorquata (Ruppell)

One adult male, testes enlarged, was taken at Katera, at the edge of the
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Malabigambo Forest, on February 13; bill black; iris brick red brown; tarsi

and toes maroon; stomach contents, broken seeds and grit; weight, 213 grams.

Turtur tympanistria (Temminck)

Three specimens of the tambourine dove were collected: an adult female,

January 29; adult female, February 6; adult male, February 8. All were found

in the seasonal (then dry) swamp forest; all had seeds, fibrous matter (seed

husks?) and grit in their stomachs; one female had a small ovary, the other

two birds showed slight gonadal enlargement. This is a widely distributed bird

of the wooded areas of much of tropical Africa. The present examples weighed

60, 65, and 67 grams, respectively, the two extremes being the females.

Treron australis gibberifrons (Madarasz)

Two adult males were taken on January 29, one with enlarged testes, the

other with only slight testicular swelling. Both had been feeding on wild figs

and other small fruits; cere orange red; apical third of bill bluish white; iris

aquamarine; feet bright orange red; weight, 230, 233 grams. We follow White

in considering granviki a synonym of gibberifrons.

PSITTACIDAE

Agapornis pullaria ugandae Neumann

One adult male red-headed lovebird, testes slightly enlarged, was collected

in open undergrowth at Mugera, in the Malabigambo Forest on February 19,

on the last day in the field; maxilla pale opaque orange; mandible whitish gray;

iris dark brown; feet olivaceous gray; bare skin around eye dark gray; weight,

43 grams.

MUSOPHAGIDAE
Tauraco schutti emini (Reichenow)

On January 28, an adult male of this tauraco was collected in seasonal

swamp forest; testes slightly enlarged; maxilla black; basal third of mandible

red; iris soft brown; feet black; bare skin around eye red; stomach contained

fruit pulp and pits; weight, 259 grams. The bird came close to the collector,

apparently attracted by the noise of two brown-eared woodpeckers that were

being removed from the mist net. Our specimen agrees with others from

Bwambaand Kibale Forests, western Uganda.

Musophaga rossae Gould

This tauraco is represented in the collection by an adult male, testes

slightly enlarged, taken on February 13; maxilla chrome yellow, brownish

orange at the edge; edge of frontal shield orange; mandible dull orange, with

the tip yellow; iris dark brown; bare eye skin chrome yellow; feet black;
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stomach contents, whole small fruits; weight, 444 grams. The bird was one of

two (a pair?) in a low tree where they were observed uttering a raucous

warbling call accompanied by bobbing of their heads. This species had been

recorded earlier from the southern Buddu coastal area by Neumann (1899,

p. 68).

Crinifer zonurus (Ruppell)

One adult male, testes enlarged, was shot in a tree in a cultivated area near

the edge of the Namalala Forest, February 18; bill pale greenish yellow; iris

dark brown; feet blackish brown; stomach contents, whole large purple fruits;

weight, 501 grams. When wounded, the bird’s cries brought in three other

individuals of its kind, flying about within a few feet of the collector, scolding

the while. This specimen is in worn plumage, but agrees closely with another

from Bwambavalley, western Uganda. Neumann (1899, p. 68) recorded this

bird from southern Buddu coast many years ago.

Corytheola cristata (Vieillot)

An adult female, ovary slightly enlarged, was shot in a tall tree in dry

seasonal swamp forest, on February 16; bill chrome yellow; tips from nostril

orange red; iris dark red; feet black; stomach contents, whole fruits and

unidentifiable vegetable matter; weight, 992 grams. This species was found

roosting in the upper branches of the trees during the mid-day heat. Many of

the small feathers of the neck of our specimen still show the sheaths, indicating

very recent ecdysis.

CUCULIDAE
Cercococcyx mechowi Cabanis

The dusky long-tailed cuckoo reaches its eastern limits on the west and

north shores of Lake Victoria, the easternmost record being from a little to the

west of Jinja. The Sango Bay area would seem to be its southern limit on the

west shore of the lake. The species must be fairly numerous in the Mala-

bigambo Forest, as no less than three examples were obtained within eight

days, a male with slightly enlarged testes on February 6, a female with slight

ovarian swelling on February 11, and another female, in a similar state, on

February 14; maxilla dark horn brown to black; mandible yellow green-gray,

browner at the tip; iris dark brown; feet pale yellow to pale orange yellow;

stomach contents, insects, including hairy caterpillars, and, in one case, one

seed; weight, 60 (male), 50, 56 grams (females).

One of the females has the dark cross bars on the throat and breast much
finer than the other; both are less heavily barred than the male. These three

examples agree with a series from western Uganda: Kibale, Budongo, Bugoma,

and Bwamba.
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The collectors noted that this forest cuckoo, which spends the day in

dense undergrowth and is wary in the extreme, in the late evening rises high

above the undergrowth and calls, often from an exposed perch, and appears

to lose some of its daytime shyness. The call note was described as
“

quick

quick quick sometimes a melodious warble as well.

Chrysococcyx cupreus cupreus (Shaw)

One adult female emerald cuckoo, in non-breeding state, was taken from

a lichen covered tree on January 29; maxilla dull black; mandible pale blue

with dark gray patches; iris dark brown; feet blue gray; stomach contents,

insect remains; weight, 35 grams. The bird appeared to be feeding on insects

among the lichens on the bark of the tree.

Ceuthmochares aereus aereus (Vieillot)

Two males, testes slightly enlarged, were collected on January 29 and

February 12, respectively; bill deep yellow, with a black spot on culmen ridge

at base; iris dark red to deep red brown; bare skin around eye turquoise blue

with a greenish wash; feet black; stomach contents, beetles, a locust, and a

caterpillar; weight, 57, 58 grams.

Chapin (1939, pp. 204-205) considers Uganda birds australis, but these

two, as well as a good series of western Uganda specimens, are typical aereus,

with no ochraceous tinge on the underparts. White (1965, p. 188) considers

aereus the race of northeastern Uganda and australis that of the rest of that

country. All Uganda birds available for direct comparison are aereus, very

different from Tanzanian examples of australis.

One of our specimens was found skulking about in a dense mass of

creepers that covered a tree in the dry seasonal swamp forest.

CAPRIMULGIDAE
Caprimulgus fossii fossii Hartlaub

One male, with enlarged testes, was collected in a cultivated area at the

edge of the Malabigambo Forest on February 16; bill black, nostrils and gape

brown; iris blackish brown; eye ring buff; feet dull brown; stomach contents,

beetles; weight, 43 grams. This specimen comes from the area where nominate

fossii and apatelius are said to intergrade, but it agrees very closely with east

Kenyan fossii.

APODIDAE
Apus apus apus (Linnaeus)

One female, in non-breeding state, of this Palaearctic swift was shot out

of a mixed flock of swifts and swallows hawking over an open glade in the
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forest on the evening of February 11; bill blackish; iris dark brown; feet

medium brown; stomach contents, winged ants; weight, 40 grams.

COLIIDAE
Colius striatus kiwuensis Reichenow

One female, with enlarged ovary, was taken on February 12; basal half

of culmen whitish, shading to blackish toward the tip; mandible whitish, with

blackish basal area; feet reddish pink; stomach contents, entirely fruit remains;

weight 78, grams; plumage very abraded. The speckled mousebird was fre-

quently encountered along the periphery of the forest, but was never seen to

actually enter the forest itself.

TROGONIDAE
Apaloderma narina narina (Stephens)

An adult male, testes slightly enlarged, was collected on February 15;

maxilla pale green horn, the basal third orange yellow; mandible orange

yellow on basal half, the rest pale green; iris deep chocolate red; bare eye skin

pale blue green above the eye, green to yellow green below the eye and at base

of bill; feet flesh color; stomach contents, one large green grasshopper, other

insect remains; weight, 67 grams. This trogon is evidently not a plentiful bird

in the Malabigambo, as this was the first one seen by either collector, and the

species was very seldom heard calling.

ALCEDINIDAE
Alcedo leucogaster leopoldi (Dubois)

Two specimens, both males, one in non-breeding state, January 26, the

other with slight gonadal enlargement, February 4, extend the known range

of this kingfisher about 170 miles farther east than previous data indicated.

These two, and a series from the Bwamba Forest, extreme western Uganda,

have already been discussed (Friedmann, 1969) in detail. One of them was

netted in fairly open undergrowth in presently dry seasonal swamp forest in a

place where no permanent water was known for at least a mile. The stomach

of one bird contained a few insect remains; the other was empty; weight,

12.5 grams.

Ceyx picta picta (Boddaert)

Eight pigmy kingfishers, collected January 27 to February 18, attest to

to the frequency of this bird in the Malabigambo; all were males, one with

slight testicular enlargement, the others with resting gonads; maxilla varying

with age from dull horn black to orange red, blackish at base; mandible red;

iris dark brown; feet orange red to pinkish orange; stomach contents, grass-

hoppers and other insect remains; weight, 12, 12, 13.5, 14, 14, 15, 15, and 15.9
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grams, respectively. The younger birds not only have dusky maxillae but also

have the feathers of the back lighter, more bluish, less violet than the older

ones.

Halcyon malimbica malimbica (Shaw)

A commonkingfisher in the Malabigambo, represented by five specimens,

taken on January 31, February 3, 6, and 7; two males with no gonadal swell-

ing, one female with enlarged ovary and two with slightly swollen ovaries;

maxilla red, with black at edges and base; mandible blackish; iris dark brown;

feet orange to orange red, with brownish scales; stomach contents, beetles,

other insect remains, one large milliped; weight, 84 to 93 grams. This series

agrees with others from western Uganda.

Many years ago Captain Pitman {in lift., July 1968) found this king-

fisher to be common in the Malabigambo and collected two males and one

female, now in the British Museum. Also it may be noted that Goudey collected

this kingfisher in the nearby Tero Forest years earlier (Jackson, 1938, p. 571 )

.

MEROPIDAE
Merops albicollis Vieillot

The white-throated bee-eater is not a true forest bird, but occurs in the

open glades in the Malabigambo and, at least in the dry season, in the seasonal

swamp forest. Three examples were obtained, one of each sex with small

gonads, and one whose sex was unrecorded, on January 30, February 6 and

10, respectively; bill black; iris crimson to dark red; feet pale olivaceous yellow

to olivaceous brown; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 23, 26, 27

grams.

These birds were seen perching on bare branches of the trees from which

they flew out and caught insects on the wing.

Merops pusillus meridionalis (Sharpe)

One specimen, a female in non-breeding state, was collected in an open

glade in the Malabigambo on February 9; bill black; iris red; feet dark gray

brown; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 15 grams.

Merops variegatus loringi (Mearns)

Like the preceding species, this one was encountered in an open glade in

the forest, where one immature male, in non-breeding state, was taken on

February 13; bill black; iris reddish brown; feet dark gray; stomach contents,

one grasshopper and other insect remains; weight, 21.5 grams.

BUCEROTIDAE
Tockus alboterminatus geloensis (Neumann)

One example of the crowned hornbill, a female in non-breeding state, and
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very worn plumage, was collected while feeding on wild figs, on January 29, in

seasonal swamp forest; bill dark brownish orange, the base narrowly ivory

yellow; iris pale yellow orange; feet blackish; stomach contents, wild figs,

insect remains; weight, 249 grams.

Bycanistes subcylindricus subquadratus Cabanis

On February 3 a pair of these hornbills was seen feeding on wild figs in

the dry, seasonal swamp forest, and one of them was collected, an adult male

with slightly enlarged testes; bill dull brown, the basal half of the casque gray

white; iris dark brown; bare eye skin black; feet scaly black; stomach contents,

large fruit stones, large green beetle; weight, 1347 grams. The black-and-white

casqued hornbill seems to occur in almost every forest from Cameroon to

Uganda, and western Kenya.

CAPITONIDAE
Lybius hirsutus ansorgii (Shelley)

This barbet is represented by four specimens, three adult males, all in

non-breeding state, taken on February 5 and 17, one adult female with slightly

enlarged ovary, February 1; bill black; iris dark red; feet black; stomach

contents, whole greenish fruits and fruit husks; weight, 49 (female), 56, 58,

and 62 grams (males). The female has the breast and abdomen much richer

yellow-green than the males, and also has the yellow spots on the upperparts

more golden, those of the males being pale lemon yellow. One of the males

was observed repeatedly flying from its perch, picking one fruit or berry while

hovering, and then returning to the perch each time.

Buccanodon duchaillui duchaillui (Cassin)

The yellow spotted barbet is common in the Malabigambo, where seven

specimens were collected, three adult males, with no or slight testicular en-

largement, and four adult females varying in their ovarian state from small to

large, January 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, and February 11; bill black; iris dark brown;

feet dark grayish brown; stomach contents, wild figs, fruit seeds; weight,

(males) 38, 41, 43, (females) 30, 38, 39, and 45 grams. The collectors noted

that this barbet makes a call note similar to that of a Smithornis, a
“ proop

”

sound.

Pogoniulus bilineatus mfumbiri Ogilvie-Grant

That this little tinker bird is extremely common in the Malabigambo is

shown by a series of 14 specimens, six males, eight females, with varying

degrees of gonadal enlargement, from none at all to very much, taken between

January 27 and February 17. This abundance undoubtedly helps to account

for the unexpectedly large population of its parasites, Indicator exilis, and
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I. variegatus, in the area. This series agrees very closely with a still larger one

from extreme western Uganda, and fits with the race mfumbiri. The Buddu

area and, on the north shore of Lake Victoria, the Entebbe district, mark the

eastern limits of the range of this subspecies. The soft parts were recorded as:

bill black; iris dark brown; eye skin dark gray; feet dark gray to dark brownish

gray; weight, 12.5 to 14 grams in males, 1 1 to 14.5 grams in females; stomach

contents, small fruits, seeds, and insects. Many of the specimens were caught

in the mist nets along a path through the dry seasonal swamp forest. Some
came in answer to an imitation of their monotonous toop-toop-toop call. A
female, collected on February 10, was one of two immature birds seen chasing

about in the bush. It resembles the adults in plumage except for the presence

of faint greenish-yellow narrow tips to the feathers of the upper back.

INDICATORIDAE
Indicator variegatus Lesson

The scaly-throated honey-guide must be unusually numerous in the sea-

sonal swamp forest of the Malabigambo, possibly more so there than has yet

been recorded anywhere else in its very extensive range, if published data may
be taken as a reliable index. In the personal field experience of the senior

author, this honey-guide was nowhere a numerous species and it was a great

surprise to him to find that in 16 days between February 2 and 18 no fewer

than eight of these ordinarily non-abundant birds were collected in a small

area; five males, three with small gonads, one with some testicular swelling,

and one with large testes. During the same time three females, one with large,

and two with somewhat enlarged ovaries, were obtained. If, as seems most

probable, these honey-guides are not locally migratory, it follows that one

might expect that the species of barbets and woodpeckers, now known to occur

in good numbers in the Malabigambo, would be the most likely local hosts of

these brood parasites. Yet to date the little tinker-bird, Pogoniulus bilineatus,

is the only one of these potential fosterers for which there are any records of

such parasitism, and this one must be heavily parasitized by Indicator exilis,

probably even more often than by I. variegatus.

The soft parts were noted as follows: maxilla dull brownish gray horn

color, shading to pinkish basally; mandible similar but somewhat paler; iris

dark brown; feet with olive scales on dark gray skin; stomach contents, insect

fragments and bees’ wax; weight, 48 to 56 grams in the males, 52.5 to 60.5

grams in the females.

Indicator exilis pachyrhynchus (Heuglin)

A remarkable series of 23 specimens, 16 males and 7 females, of this

little honey-guide were obtained in the 26 days from January 27 to February

19. This is by far the largest number of individuals ever taken from one
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restricted area (the extreme points were less than two and a half miles apart)

in so short a time span, and is evidence of the unexpectedly high numerical

status of this species in the Malabigambo Forest. Inasmuch as these birds are

not migratory and are parasitic on small barbets, especially species of Pogo-

niulus, it is significant that the local population of the latter is so high as to be

able to stand the inroads of so numerous a brood parasite. The collectors, A. L.

Archer and R. Glen, are planning a separate report giving their interpretations

of their observations on the occurrence and movements of this honey-guide.

Of the 16 males collected two showed no testicular swelling, 13 showed

some, and one had large testes; of the seven females, four showed some
ovarian development and three had large ovaries; one of the latter, taken on

February 14, had one yolked egg 7 mmlong in the ovary. The birds weighed

18 to 23 (average 21.4) grams (males); 16 to 19 (average 17.6) grams (fe-

males). Males, soft parts: maxilla black; mandible pinkish gray basally, black

terminally; iris dark brown; eye skin gray; feet with olive scales on dark gray

skin. Females, soft parts: maxilla black; mandible gray to blackish; iris dark

brown; eye skin dark gray; feet gray with an olive wash. The stomachs of these

individuals contained masses of beeswax, insect remains, and, in one case, ants.

Two of the females and one of the males have black streaks on the upper

throat, an occasional plumage variation in the eastern population of I. exilis.

The male is somewhat melanistic and has the forehead, lores, sides of the head,

the chin, and throat dusky, the color of the throat almost obscuring the

blackish streaks. In light of the tendency of the genus Indicator to produce

sympatric sibling species, this specimen is of more interest than an ordinary

slight color deviant would be in other birds. With only one such example, the

most plausible treatment of it is to consider it a partial melanism.

This is one instance where we do not follow White’s check-list. He con-

siders pachyrhynchus as the same as nominate exilis, but the eastern birds are

darker grayish, less olivaceous below, and on average larger than Cameroon
(topotypical exilis ), Gabon, and central Congo examples. Chapin (1962, p.

42) also found pachyrhynchus to be a recognizable race.

PICIDAE

Campethera cailliautii cailliautii (Malherbe)

The little spotted woodpecker is represented by one female, ovary slightly

enlarged, taken in the Namalala Forest, on February 13, where it was one of a

pair seen feeding low in the undergrowth of the dense, wet swamp forest;

mixilla blackish gray; mandible pale gray with dark tip; iris dark brown; bare

skin around eye olive; feet pale olive; stomach contents, ants; weight, 45 grams.

Campethera caroli (Malherbe)

Six examples, four males, two unsexed, were taken in the Malabigambo
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Forest, January 28 to February 14, all in non-breeding state; maxilla dull

black; mandible the same; iris dark brown to maroon red; eye skin dark olive;

feet olive; stomach contents, largely ants but also some other insect fragments;

weight, 57 to 63 grams. These specimens, together with others now available

from western Uganda, make it seem inadvisable to separate budongoensis\ in

this we agree with White’s binomial treatment of the brown-eared woodpecker.

Campethera nivosa herberti (Alexander)

The buff-spotted woodpecker is a very common bird in the undergrowth

in the seasonal swamp forest of both the Malabigambo and Namalala Forests.

Ten specimens, seven from Malabigambo, January 27 to February 19, and

three from Namalala, February 13 to 19, were obtained, five females, three

males, and two birds whose sex was not recorded. All the birds had either no

or only slight gonadal development; maxilla dark horn gray to blackish gray;

mandible paler at base and along the edges; iris dark red to dark brown; feet

olive; stomach contents, mainly ants; weight, 30 to 36 grams in the males,

31 to 35 grams in the females.

Mesopicos xantholophus (Hargitt)

The yellow-crested woodpecker was first recorded from the Sango Bay

forests by Pitman in 1931 (1931b) and was found there again by our party,

who collected one adult male, with small gonads, on January 29; maxilla

blackish horn; mandible and tomia lighter in shade; iris dark brown; feet

brownish gray; stomach contents, insect larvae; weight, 67 grams. This speci-

men agrees in coloration and in dimensions with others from extreme western

Uganda (Budongo and Bugoma).

HIRUNDINIDAE
Hirundo rustica rustica Linnaeus

The European barn swallow has an extensive winter range in Africa, but

never goes into forested areas. Three examples were obtaind flying about in a

large open glade in the Malabigambo, on February 2, 7, and 11.

Hirundo angolensis Bocage

The Angola swallow was fairly common in clearings and open glades

in the Malabigambo; five specimens were obtained on February 6 and 7, two

males and three females. Both males had enlarged gonads, the females did not;

bill black; iris dark brown; feet dark brown; stomach contents, flying ants;

weight, 16 to 18 grams. One of the males and one of the females have more
white in the middle of the abdomen, as in the supposed Uganda race arcti-

cincta, but the others have the underparts more generally suffused with dusky
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earth brown. We therefore agree with White (1961, p. 54) in considering

arcticincta synonymous with angolensis.

Hirundo abyssinica unitatis Sclater and Praed

One adult male, in non-breeding state, was taken on February 1 1 ;
maxilla

blackish; mandible slightly paler; iris dark brown; feet dark brown; stomach

contents, winged ants; weight, 17.5 grams. The bird was collected from a mixed

flock of swallows and swifts feeding in the air over an open glade in the forest.

Psalidoprocne albiceps albiceps Sclater

The white-headed swallow was found in open glades in both the Mala-

bigambo and the Namalala Forests. In the former, one adult male was taken

on February 7; in the latter, a young bird was collected on February 17
;

bills

black; iris dark brown; feet dark brown; stomach contents of adult, winged

ants; of young bird, empty; weight, 10.5 grams in young bird, 12.5 grams in

adult.

TIMALIIDAE
Trichastoma albipectus barakae (Jackson)

Very common in the undergrowth in the seasonal swamp forest of the

Malabigambo. A series of ten specimens was collected; six males, one with

enlarged testes, the others with small or only slightly enlarged gonads, three

females, all in non-breeding state, and one bird whose sex was unrecorded,

January 29 to February 11; maxilla black; mandible variable —gray, brownish

gray, to blackish with yellowish basal area; iris brown to dark brown; feet

silvery gray, sometimes with a pinkish flesh tinge; stomach contents, insect

remains and insect eggs; weight, females; 26, 29, 31.5 grams; males; 22.5,

28, 32, 33.5, 34, 34 grams.

Wefollow Deignan (1964, in Peter’s Check-list, vol. 10, pp. 240-427) in

including Malacocincla in Trichastoma. This accounts for the divergence of

our nomenclature from that of White’s list.

Trichastoma rufipenne rufipenne Sharpe

This is another very common bird in the same habitat as the preceding

species. The ecological sympatry of these very similar birds, and the next one,

can only be made possible by highly critical behavioral, perhaps auditory,

isolating mechanisms not apparent in dried museum specimens. At the same

time one cannot help but wonder whether these barriers to random crossing

may occasionally weaken, as there are specimens that are difficult to place in

one or another category and that raise the possibility of hybrids.

The abundance of this species in the Malabigambo is evidenced by the

fact that 20 specimens were obtained from January 27 to February 19, nine
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of each sex, and two whose sex was undetermined. The females were all in

non-breeding state or with only slight ovarian enlargement; the males varied

from no gonadal swelling to enlarged testes; maxilla black; mandible gray;

iris light yellowish brown to dark brown to chestnut; feet blackish brown, the

toes grayer; stomach contents, insect fragments, caterpillar skin, small beetles;

weight of females ranged from 20 to 25 grams (one tagged as 9.5 grams,

probably an error for 19.5) and males between 22 to 29 grams (one tagged

as 46 grams, probably in error for 26).

Trichastoma fulvescens ugandae (van Someren)

The Uganda brown thrush-babbler is common in the Malabigambo, where

six specimens, three males, two females, one unsexed, were taken, January 30

to February 9. The gonads were enlarged in two of the males, slightly so in

the other male and in one female, not enlarged in the other. The unsexed

individual is probably an immature bird, as it has a smaller bill and has the

mandible, gape, and the tomial edge of the maxilla more yellowish, and is

shorter winged (64 mm) as well. The soft parts were recorded for these speci-

mens as follows: maxilla blackish horn, in one case with pale grayish white

edges; mandible pale gray, darker basally; iris medium brown to bright red

brown; feet dark gray, with or without a violet tinge, to dark blackish brown;

stomach contents, insect remains, one caterpillar skin; weight, 28 to 33.5 grams,

23 grams in the immature bird.

The five adults average very slightly paler, a little more grayish tawny,

less rufescent, on the underparts than a long series from Bwamba, but agree

with an equally extensive series from Budongo and Kibale Forests of western

Uganda in this respect. The Bwambabirds also average slightly more rufescent

on the back than the Budongo, Kibale, and Sango Bay birds. The last named
agree very closely with one from the Kakamega Forest in extreme western

Kenya. The Kakamega-Malabigambo specimens are geographically closer to

topotypical ugandae, described from the Sezibwa River, north of Entebbe,

which suggests that the Bwambapopulation and the Congo birds immediately

to the west of that area may show some intermediacy in coloration between

typical ugandae and nominate fulvescens, the race of Gabon and Cameroon,

but that the populations inhabiting the Kibale and Budongo Forests do not.

Turdoides melanops sharpei (Reichenow)

Four specimens taken out of a flock on February 12, two of each sex,

with little or no gonadal enlargement; bill black; iris white; feet blackish brown;

stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 79, 80, 86, 91 grams, respectively.

The birds were collected in open grassland near an isolated section of damp
forest.
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PYCNONOTIDAE
Pycnonotus barbatus tricolor (Hartlaub)

This ubiquitous bulbul was found in the then dry seasonal swamp forest,

especially the more open portions, when five examples were collected, Febru-

ary 1 to 12; one male with enlarged testes, and four females with small or only

slightly enlarged ovaries; bill black; iris dark brown; feet blackish; stomach

contents, bramble seeds and fruit skins (3 of the 5 had nothing in their

stomachs); weight of male 37, and females 37, 38, 38, and 41 grams. These

specimens are in worn plumage. They are tricolor, agreeing with others of that

race from Budongo and Kibale, and not with minor of Mt. Moroto.

Pycnonotus virens holochlorus (van Someren)

A common forest bird, represented by 1 1 specimens taken January 29 to

February 15, five adult males, some with large and some with small testes; one

immature male; four adult females, one with large, the others with small or

slightly swollen ovaries; one unsexed bird; maxilla horn blackish; mandible

lighter, more brownish; iris grayish brown to dark brown; feet pale yellowish

brown; stomach contents, fruit seeds and insect remains; weight, males 22 to

26 grams, females 23 to 27 grams. These specimens agree with long series

from the forests of western Uganda.

Pitman {in litt., July, 1968) found this bulbul to be numerous and noisy

during his visit to the Malabigambo some decades ago, and he collected two

females, now in the British Museum.

Pycnonotus gracilis ugandae (van Someren)

A commonbulbul in the Malabigambo, this species is represented by nine

specimens taken January 30 to February 17; six males with gonads varying

from small to large; three females with some to much ovarian swelling; bill

black; iris brownish gray to dark brown; feet grayish olive; stomach contents,

small fruits and insect fragments; weight, 19 to 24 grams. The birds were

found chiefly in low fruiting trees in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest. These

specimens agree in coloration with a series from the forests of extreme

western Uganda.

Pycnonotus curvirostris curvirostris (Cassin)

This greenbul was found to be very common in the Malabigambo Forest,

and nine specimens were procured January 30 to February 11, six adult males

with enlarged testes, and three females with small or slightly swollen ovaries;

bill dark gray brown, with paler tomial edges; iris red brown; feet olive to

pale brownish; stomach contents, small fruits; weight, 22 to 36 grams (one

tagged as 53 grams, probably an error for 33 grams)

.
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Pycnonotus latirostris eugenius (Reichenow)

This is another very common bulbul in the Malabigambo Forest, where

15 specimens were taken January 27 to February 11; nine adult males, six

adult females, with gonads ranging from small to much enlarged; bill horn

black, tomial edges paler, to yellowish; iris brownish gray; feet yellowish

brown; stomach contents, fruit seeds, insect remains in six instances, the

remainder with empty stomachs; weight, 24 to 27 grams in females, 23 to 31

grams in the males. This fine series is nearly topotypical, the race eugenius

being described from Bukoba, a short distance to the south of Sango Bay.

Pycnonotus gracilirostris congensis (Reichenow)

Another common denizen of the forest, represented by eight examples

collected January 29 to February 12; five males and three females, all but

one of the males with large testes; none of the females with more than slightly

enlarged ovaries; bill black; iris dark red; feet black; stomach contents, insect

fragments and small fruits; weight, 27 to 35 grams. These examples agree with

long series from the forests of western Uganda. According to White (1962b,

p. 78), chagwensis is not separable from congensis, but Rand (1960, p. 256)

recognizes the former and assigns to it all the Uganda forest populations. If

the two are to be kept separate, all the present birds would be chagwensis, but

in light of Chapin’s findings (1953, p. 117) it seems doubtful that the Uganda
birds are sufficiently different from congensis, and sufficiently constant in the

difference, to warrant using the distinct name chagwensis for them. Rand

(1958, p. 181), on the other hand, concluded that the characters of chagwensis

are not simply those of intergradation between congensis and the Kenya race

percivali, and for this reason he recognized it. In the absence of topotypical

congensis for comparison, and in the light especially of Chapin’s conclusions,

we go along with White.

Ixonotus guttatus bugoma Rand

Eight examples of the spotted greenbul, taken January 27 to February 14,

reflect the numerical status of this bird in the Malabigambo Forest; seven

males and one female, all in non-breeding condition; maxilla dark dull gray

brown; mandible paler, gray to grayish horn; iris dark brown to deep red-

brown; feet gray to dark gray; stomach contents, wild figs and other small

fruits; weight, 31 to 38 grams. These specimens are in fairly worn plumage.

The birds were found in small parties feeding in the upper parts of tall trees

in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest, occasionally together with yellow-spotted

barbets, Buccanodon duchaillui.

Chlorocichla flavicollis pallidigula (Sharpe)

This bulbul is less numerous than the previous half dozen species. It was
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not found in the Malabigambo, but on February 18 one was taken in the

Namalala Forest —an adult male with testes much enlarged; bill black; iris

brownish cream; feet black; stomach contents, a few insect remains; weight,

51 grams. The absence of a specimen from Malabigambo can hardly be taken

to demonstrate that the species does not occur there as well as in Namalala.

Phyllastrephus hypochloris (Jackson)

This olive greenbul is a very common bird in the Malabigambo Forest, as

is evidenced by the collection there of ten examples within a fortnight, Febru-

ary 2 to 16; six adult males with gonads varying from small to enlarged, three

adult females in non-breeding state, and one bird whose sex was unrecorded;

maxilla dark brown horn to horn black, with yellowish tomial edges; mandible

paler, grayer, with the tip duskier; iris recorded in some specimens as gray, in

others as grayish brick red to medium red or pale chestnut; feet pale greenish

gray to pale bluish gray; stomach contents, largely insect fragments and some

small fruit seeds; weight, females 19 to 23 grams, males 20 to 30 grams.

These specimens agree in coloration and in size with others from western

Uganda: Bwamba, Kibale, and Kayonza (Impenetrable) Forests. This close

agreement justifies Rand’s (1960, p. 266) conclusion that kagerensis Reiche-

now, described from Buddu Forest, close to Sango Bay, is a synonym of

hypochloris. The collectors obtained most of the specimens in mist nets in the

undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest. The birds go in small family

(?) parties, and when one is caught the others are apt to come in response to

its cries.

Phyllastrephus icterinus tricolor (Cassin)

The Malabigambo Forest is the most eastern point from which this

greenbul has yet been recorded. It must be abundant there as 12 specimens

were taken between January 28 and February 16; nine males, testes slightly

to much enlarged; three females with small ovaries; maxilla blackish horn to

dark horn brown, with tomium and tip yellowish; mandible paler, grayish with

yellowish tomial edges; iris yellowish gray to creamy brown; feet gray, nails

yellow; stomach contents, fine insect fragments, one caterpillar skin, few

beetles; weight, females, 16, 17, 21 grams, males, 18 to 21.5 grams. One of

the females, judging by its dimensions, may be wrongly sexed. The birds were

found chiefly in the undergrowth in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest.

This remarkable series of what has hitherto been a relatively rare bird in

collections, together with others in the LACMstudy material from Bwamba
and Budongo, has been reported on in detail (Friedmann 1968a). As pointed

out in that paper, icterinus and its larger, but extremely similar, congener

xavieri seem to occur sympatrically throughout many of the isolated forests

of Uganda, over a much greater area than was known to Chapin (1944) when

he first elucidated the distinction and relationship of the two sibling species.
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Phyllastrephus xavieri xavier

i

(Oustalet)

This greenbul occurs commonly and ecologically sympatrically with the

smaller, but exceedingly similar P. icterinus in the Malabigambo Forest. Dur-

ing two weeks, January 30 to February 14, eight specimens of xavieri were

obtained, four of each sex, with gonads varying from small to much enlarged;

maxilla horn blackish, with whitish yellow tomial edges; mandible gray brown,

yellowish below; iris gray to pale yellowish gray; feet silvery gray to brownish

gray; stomach contents, insect fragments and one caterpillar skin; weight,

females 17 to 21 grams, males 23 to 26 grams. These birds were found chiefly

in the undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest.

The Malabigambo Forest is the easternmost locality where both this

species and icterinus are known to occur together, but xavieri was already

known from other forests of about the same longitude, Butambala and Masindi.

Bleda syndactyla woosnami Ogilvie-Grant

This large bulbul occurs in all the forests of Uganda and beyond, to the

west, east, and south of that country. Its occurrence in Malabigambo is there-

fore not unexpected; eight specimens were collected, three males and five

females, with gonads ranging from small to large, January 30 to February 11;

maxilla dark horn to blackish; mandible paler, more grayish; iris dark red

(gray brown in one individual); feet pale gray with a pinkish or a yellowish

tinge; stomach contents, insects, including a green beetle, bramble (?) seeds,

one milliped; weight, males 40 to 47.5 grams, females 40 to 44 grams. One of

the males is immature and has both the maxilla and the mandible yellowish

terminally. The bristle-bill was found chiefly in the undergrowth in the sea-

sonal (dry) swamp forest.

Many years ago Neave (Jackson, 1938, p. 857) recorded this bulbul from

the nearby Tero Forest, Sango Bay.

Bleda eximia ugandae van Someren

This yellow-tailed bristle-bill occurs sympatrically with the preceding

species. While their habits and requirements are probably very similar, their

appearance is so markedly different caudally as to suggest that they carry their

isolating mechanisms posteriorly, and one would suspect that tail flashing and

spreading probably plays a major role in their courtship antics. The difference

in eye color, yellow in this species and red in syndactyla, probably also plays a

decisive part in preventing random crossings. In the fortnight from January 29

to February 13, four specimens were collected, two males, one female, one

bird of unrecorded sex, one of the males with enlarged testes, the other and

the female with only slight gonadal swelling; maxilla black to dark gray horn,

with pale horn to whitish cutting edges; mandible pale bluish gray; iris rich
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lemon yellow, darker at outer edge; feet gray; stomach contents, ants and other

insects; weight, 38 to 42.5 grams.

These four specimens agree with a series of Bwamba birds.

Jackson (1938, p. 858) noted a specimen recorded from the nearby Tero

Forest, taken by Neave.

Nicator chloris (Valenciennes)

This nicator occurs across Uganda in forested areas and its presence in

Malabigambo causes no surprise. It is apparently not abundant there as only

three examples were collected January 29 to February 14, two males and one

female, all in non-breeding state; bill black; iris dark brown; feet gray; stomach

contents, grasshoppers, one large caterpillar, and other insect remains; weight,

51 grams in each case. The collectors found these birds in the dense high under-

growth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest; they noted a loud peeuck note

repeatedly given by one of these birds.

TURDIDAE
Erithacus cyornithopsis lopezi (Alexander)

The little Congo akalat is an abundant bird in the Malabigambo Forest,

where 17 specimens were collected January 27 to February 14, chiefly in the

dense undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest. The collection of such

a series could not have been accomplished without the use of mist nets. Thus,

(Chapin (1953, 503), who found that in the Ituri Forest, in the Congo, it was

“unusually elusive in the extreme . . . Occasionally one may appear at the

edge of a forest road . . .,” was able to procure only three examples in as many
years. Of our 17 specimens, eight are males with gonads ranging from small to

large, and nine are females, all in non-breeding state; one male and two

females are juvenile, the others are adults; maxilla black to dark brownish

horn; mandible similar but yellow below and at base; iris dark brown; feet

pale gray, with or without a pinkish tinge; stomach contents, insect fragments,

one beetle; weight, males 16 to 20 grams, females 13 to 17 grams.

This species was reported from the Sango Bay forests long ago by

Pitman (1931a).

This akalat is a bird of the undergrowth in the relatively lowland forest,

whereas the related aequatorialis dwells in the highlands from 4500 to 6500

feet. The extensive collections now at LACMhold large series of aequatorialis

from the Kibale and Impenetrable Forests, and of the present bird from

Malabigambo. Strangely enough neither are represented in the large collections

from Bwamba, Budongo, or Bugoma. The two species are closely related and,

indeed, were combined as conspecific races by Chapin (cit. supra). We follow

Ripley (1964, p. 34) in keeping them as distinct species.
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Erithacus erythrothorax mabirae (Jackson)

This little forest robin is another common bird of the Malabigambo, and,

indeed, of the forests from the eastern half of the Congo forest east to Buddu
and Mabira. Between January 28 and February 17, 11 specimens were col-

lected, eight males, six of which had enlarged testes and two did not, and three

females in non-breeding state, one of which is a young bird; bill black; iris

dark brown; feet flesh color to pinkish brown, tinged with gray; stomach con-

tents, ants and other insect fragments; weight, males 14 to 16 grams, females

14 to 15 grams. Most of the specimens were netted in the undergrowth of the

seasonal (dry) swamp forest.

This series has been compared with a long series from Bugoma, Budongo,

and Bwamba Forests and agrees fairly well with them. The extent of the

olivaceous tinge on the upper parts is variable; most, but not all, of the

Malabigambo birds have a little less of it than the Bugoma series, but the

Budongo and Bwamba birds are mostly like those from Malabigambo. The

yellowish wash on the abdomen in the Malabigambo and Bugoma specimens is

considerably more pronounced than in Budongo birds, but Bwambaspecimens

appear to include both extremes. It seems better, therefore, to consider all the

Uganda birds as one race, although the degree of yellowishness or whiteness on

the abdomen is a geographically variable character. Chapin (1953, p. 507)

noted that typical erythrothorax has the lower breast and belly whitish in

Upper Guinea but that in Cameroon and middle Congo it has a yellowish tinge

on these parts.

Cossypha cyanocampter bartteloti Shelley

The blue-shouldered robin-chat is very numerous in the Malabigambo.

Between January 28 and February 18 the collectors obtained 13 specimens

there, eight males, two females, and three birds whose sex was not recorded;

two are juvenile, one in molt from juvenile to adult plumage; gonads ranged

from small to enlarged; bill black; iris dark brown; feet variable from gray with

a pink tinge, to dirty white with a brown tinge, to dark brown; stomach con-

tents, insect fragments, including one caterpillar; weight, males 28 to 31

grams, females 27 to 29 grams. These specimens agree with a long series from

western Uganda: Bwamba, Kibale, Budongo, Bugoma. Most of them were

collected in nets in the undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest.

Alethe diademata woosnami Ogilvie-Grant

The fire-crested alethe occurs in the forests of Uganda, east at least as far

as Buddu and Mabira. In the Malabigambo the collectors found it to be

common and procured 11 specimens between January 28 and February 15.

These included two males and nine females, all in non-breeding condition;

bill black; iris dark brown to deep red brown; feet gray with a bluish or a
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pinkish tinge; stomach contents, insect fragments, one beetle; weight, males 29

to 33 grams, females 22 to 37 grams. The birds were found in the open as well

as the dense undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest. The collectors

noted that in almost all cases where imperfect or unwanted specimens were

taken from the mist nets, they flew off about 10 feet and alighted on the ground,

where they apparently spend most of their time, not in the bushes or trees.

Alethe poliocephcda carruthersi Ogilvie-Grant

The brown-chested alethe is very common in the Malabigambo Forest,

where our collectors obtained 15 specimens within a single week, January 27

to February 4; five adult and two young males, one of the adults with enlarged

testes, the others not, and five adult and three young females, all in non-

breeding state; bill black; iris chestnut; feet pale pinkish gray to pale flesh color;

stomach contents, beetles and other insect fragments. This series agrees with

very extensive material from the forests of western Uganda.

Stizorhina fraseri vulpina Reichenow

The rufous flycatcher-thrush occurs in most of the forests of Uganda and

its presence in Malabigambo is not surprising. Between January 28 and Febru-

ary 17, nine specimens were collected, suggesting the frequency of this bird

in that area, six males and three females, with gonads ranging from small to

enlarged; bill black, the base of the mandible pale yellowish in one female; iris

dark brown; feet pale brown-whitish brown to medium purplish brown;

stomach contents, mostly ants but including some green beetle fragments;

weight, males 34 to 37 gram,s females 34 to 38 grams.

As noted by Jackson (1938, p. 918), Neave reported this species from the

nearby Tero Forest many years ago.

Neocossyphus poensis praepectoralis Jackson

The white-tailed ant-thrush is common in the Malabigambo where ten

specimens were obtained January 27 to February 16, five adult males, four

adult females, and one juvenile female. The males showed gonadal variation

from small to large, the females were all in non-breeding state; bill dull black,

in one case with paler edges; iris dark brown; feet varying from dusky flesh

color to pale pinkish brown to grayish olive; stomach contents, ants in every

case, other insect remains as well in one, and a single fruit in another; weight,

males 47 to 52 grams, females 48 to 55 grams. Most of these birds were netted

in open undergrowth in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest. These specimens

agree with very long series from western Uganda. This thrush appears not to

have been recorded east of western Uganda, judged by Ripley’s statement of

range (1964, p. 96), but the map in Mackworth-Praed and Grant (1955, p.

255) suggests Buddu as the southeastern limit of its distribution. Thus the
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present examples are probably of this peripheral population of the subspecies.

Mackworth-Praed and Grant state that the juvenal plumage of this bird

is unknown. It may, therefore, be of interest to note that our young bird, not

fully grown, resembles the adults except that the rufous brown of the abdomen

and lower breast extends farther forward, and even tints the grayer chin and

throat, and the feathers of the top of the head, back, and upper wing coverts

are tipped with rufous brown. It is in post-juvenal molt and may have lost

some of the other characters of its first pennaceous feathering.

Saxicola torquata axillaris (Shelley)

The stone chat is not a true forest bird, but was found in a small open

grassy glade in the Malabigambo, where two adult males and one female (by

plumage, sex not recorded) were obtained February 5, 11, and 12; bill black;

iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect fragments, insect eggs,

seeds; weight, 15 to 16 grams.

Myrmecocichla nigra (Vieillot)

The sooty chat is not a forest bird, but two adult males were taken in

tussock grass at the edge of the Malabigambo on February 13. Both were in

non-breeding state; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents,

ants; weight, 41 and 42.5 grams.

Only one other male, from near Fort Ternan, western Kenya, has been

available for comparison. It has a slightly longer bill (11.8 mmfrom anterior

end of nostril to the tip, as opposed to 9.5 and 10.4 mmin the Malabigambo

birds) and a shorter wing (94.1 mmas opposed to 97 and 99.5 mmin the

Sango Bay specimens)
;

the tail length is similar in all three, 60.1 to 62.8 mm.

MUSCICAPIDAE
Muscicapa caerulescens brevicauda Ogilvie-Grant

One adult female, in non-breeding condition, was collected in the seasonal

(dry) swamp forest, on February 14; maxilla blackish horn; mandible bluish

gray; iris very dark brown; feet brownish gray; stomach contents, insect frag-

ments and one whole beetle; weight, 17 grams. The bird was observed hawking

for insects high up under the canopy of the dense forest.

Muscicapa griseigularis (Jackson)

The gray-throated flycatcher is numerous in the Malabigambo forest and

was found in the Namalala as well. In the former, five specimens were obtained

February 1 to 14; in the latter one non-breeding female was taken February 18.

The Malabigambo birds comprised two of each sex and one of unrecorded sex,

all in non-breeding state; maxilla black; mandible paler, grayer, with blackish

edges; iris dark brown; feet bluish gray; stomach contents, insect remains and
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insect eggs; weight, 10 to 13 grams. These examples agree wtih a long series

from the forests of western Uganda (Bwamba, Bugoma, Kibale)

.

Megabyas fiammulata aequatorialis Jackson

The shrike-flycatcher occurs in most, if not all, of the forests of Uganda,

and its presence in the Malabigambo is therefore not surprising. Between Jan-

uary 26 and February 15, four examples were obtained, three males and one

unsexed bird in female plumage; one of the males had enlarged testes, the

other did not; bill black; iris red; feet dull pinkish brown to purplish brown;

weight, 30 to 34 grams.

Bias musicus musicus (Vieillot)

This crested, black and white flycatcher was found in both the Mala-

bigambo and the Namalala Forests, but apparently not in numbers. A single

specimen was taken in each forest, an unsexed bird in female plumage in the

Malabigambo on February 12, and a male with enlarged testes in the Namalala

on February 18; bill black; iris bright chrome yellow in the male, pale yellow

with the outer edge green-gray in the female (?) ;
feet pale yellow in the male,

pale gray with brownish wash in the other; stomach contents, insect fragments;

weight, 21 to 23 grams.

Platysteira cyanea ny ansae Neumann

The wattle-eye was not met with in Malabigambo, but two examples, one

of each sex, were taken in the Namalala Forest on February 17 and 18, the

male with large, the female with small, gonads; bill black; iris deep gray with a

violet tinge in the female, dark gray with a silver inner ring in the male; feet

dark brownish gray; eye wattle in the male orange red on upper half, dull gray

below, in female similar but with a leaden olive tinge on lower part; stomach

contents, insect remains; weight, 16 and 17 grams. These birds agree with

others from western Uganda. The birds were found in the tops of small trees in

mixed swamp forest and tall swamp grass.

Platysteira castanea castanea Fraser

Commonin the Malabigambo Forest, where seven specimens were col-

lected February 2 to 16; five males, four of which had enlarged testes, two

females with small ovaries; bill black; iris dark brown; feet dull maroon; wat-

tles dull maroon, some with paler edges; stomach contents, insect fragments,

small beetles; weight, 13 to 15 grams. The birds were netted in the dense under-

growth of the dry swamp forest. Many years ago Neave collected this species

in the Tero Forest, Sango Bay (Jackson, 1938, p. 933).

Platysteira blissetti jamesoni (Sharpe)

This wattle-eye is very abundant in Malabigambo Forest, as is shown by
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the collection there of 14 specimens between January 27 and February 9; five

males, six females, three birds of unrecorded sex, the sexed birds with gonads

ranging from small to large; bill black, with a whitish tip in one example; iris

gray brown to dark red brown; feet dull gray maroon; wattles pale turquoise;

stomach contents, insect fragments and insect eggs; weight, 10 to 14.9 grams.

Most of the specimens were netted in the open undergrowth of the seasonal

(dry) swamp forest. The present specimens agree with long series from the

forests of western Uganda.

Trochocercus nigromitratus (Reichenow)

The dusky crested flycatcher is very abundant in the Malabigambo

Forest; 15 specimens were taken there January 28 to February 6; ten males,

four females, one unsexed, all but one with small gonads; bill black; iris dark

brown; feet dark gray; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 8.9 to 10.5

grams. Long series from the forests of western Uganda agree with these

specimens in coloration and in size. In the absence of material from elsewhere,

we accept White’s decision (1963, p. 36) that this species does not break up

into recognizable races. If toroensis Jackson were to be reinstated, our present

series would belong to it. Most of the Malabigambo specimens were netted in

the open undergrowth of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest, where they were

observed searching for food among the low branches. This flycatcher was

reported from the Tero Forest, Sango Bay, many years ago by Neave

(Jackson, 1938, p. 941 ).

Terpsiphone rufiventer somereni Chapin

The black-headed paradise flycatcher was met with in both the Mala-

bigambo and the Namalala Forests; four specimens were taken in the former,

January 27 to February 16, one in the latter on February 18; two males, one

with small and one with large testes, three females, two with small and one with

large, ovaries; bill blue gray to pale metallic cobalt, with darker tips and edges;

iris dark brown; eye ring cobalt; feet blue gray; stomach contents, small insect

fragments; weight, 13 to 19 grams.

SYLVIIDAE

Schoenicola platyura alexinae (Heuglin)

This broad-tailed warbler is not a forest bird, but three examples were

collected in patches of open grassland in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest

February 9, 11, and 15; all were males with enlarged testes; maxilla black;

mandible gray to pale gray; iris pale to dark brown; feet horn brown to gray

brown; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 14, 15, 16 grams.

Phylloscopus sibilatrix (Bechstein)

A winter visitor to central Africa from Eurasia, this warbler, characterized
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by its extremely short outermost remex, is represented in the collection by an

adult male in non-breeding state, taken on February 13. It was shot in a tall

forest tree, where it was seen actively hunting for insects among the foliage;

maxilla horn brown, with paler tomial edges; mandible pale horn; iris dark

brown; feet pale yellowish brown; stomach contents, insect fragments; weight,

8.5 grams.

Cisticola erythrops sylvia Reichenow

This grass warbler was found in tall grass in a clearing next to a wet

swamp in the Namalala Forest on February 18, when an adult female, with

slight ovarian enlargement, was taken; maxilla black; mandible whitish gray;

iris hazel brown; feet pale brown; stomach empty; weight, 14 grams.

Cisticola hunteri chubbi Sharpe

One specimen, adult male with slightly enlarged testes, was taken in an

open glade in the Malabigambo, February 15; bill black, with a gray patch on

the base of the mandible; iris reddish brown; feet whitish brown; stomach

empty; weight, 19 grams.

Cisticola robusta nuchalis Reichenow

On February 18, one female in non-breeding state, was collected in

tussock grass in an open glade of the Malabigambo Forest; maxilla black;

mandible gray, somewhat darker at the tip; iris pale brown; feet whitish brown;

stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 14 grams.

Cisticola natalensis strangei (Fraser)

Two specimens, one of each sex, both with slight gonadal enlargement,

were taken in tall grass near the edge of the Malabigambo on February 1 1

;

maxilla dark horn, paler on the distal half; mandible paler horn; iris pale buff

brown; feet flesh color with an orange tinge; stomach contents, insect remains

and one caterpillar skin; weight, 14 grams (female), 21 grams (male).

Cisticola brachyptera brachyptera (Sharpe)

This grass warbler was found in tussock grass in an open glade in the

seasonal (dry) swamp forest, on February 10, when one male, with slightly

enlarged testes, was collected; maxilla black with buff edges; mandible buff

with grayish tip; iris pale yellowish brown; feet pale yellowish brown; stomach

contents, insect fragments; weight, 9 grams. White (1962a, p. 676) states that

this race becomes more heavily streaked above in Uganda south to Mabira and

Entebbe, but our present specimen is, if anything, less streaked than one from

BwambaValley.
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Prinia leucopogon reichenowi (Hartlaub)

The white-chinned prinia has a wide-spread range across Uganda and to

the lands beyond to the west, east, and south, so its occurrence in the open

areas of the Namalala Forest is not surprising. It is more surprising, however,

that it was not met with in similar areas in the Malabigambo. Four specimens

were obtained in the former forest on February 18, one male with enlarged

testes, and three females with ovaries varying from small to large; bill black;

iris chestnut; feet dull brownish pink; stomach contents, insect fragments and

insect eggs; weight, 12 to 14.5 grams (females), 14 grams (male). These

specimens agree closely with others from western Uganda.

Apalis jacksoni jacksoni Sharpe

The black-throated apalis is common in the Malabigambo; ten specimens

were collected January 29 to February 12; six males and four females all in

non-breeding state; bill black; iris gray brown to dark brown; feet light brown

to flesh with an orange tinge; stomach contents, insect fragments; weight, 8 to

9 grams in the females, 9 to 10 grams in the males. These examples agree

with a series from the Impenetrable Forest, extreme southwestern Uganda.

The collectors found this warbler in small (family ?) parties of three or

four individuals, foraging among the leaves of the medium-sized and smaller

trees, where they were relatively tame, or, at least, easy to approach.

Apalis binotata binotata Reichenow

The masked apalis was found in the dense undergrowth of the seasonal

(dry) forest, where four males, two adult and two subadult, and one female

were collected, February 2 to 16; two of the males with enlarged testes, the

other specimens with little gonadal swelling; bill black, the edges paler and

the gape yellowish in the two subadult males; iris pale brown to hazel brown;

feet dark gray brown to dark brown, the toes paler; stomach contents, insect

fragments and small beetles; weight, 7 to 9 grams.

One of the adult males has the top of the head more blackish than the

other and agrees in this respect with the race personata, of which a good series

from the Impenetrable Forest has been available for comparison; the other

specimens have the gray crown and occiput as in typical binotata from the

Kibale Forest. Yet the population in the Malabigambo can hardly include both

races, and since four of the specimens are gray crowned they must be called

binotata. The fact that the fifth example is like personata can only be inter-

preted as showing that in occasional individuals the coronal melanism of that

race crops up in the nominate form. As pointed out in an earlier paper (Fried-

mann, 1966, p. 39) the ranges of the two subspecies are difficult to visualize,

but peronata is more of a highland race, chiefly over 5000 feet elevation, while

binotata reaches 5000 feet at least in the Kibale Forest.
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The two male examples that are listed above as subadult individuals have

the chin and the sides of the upper throat whitish with the black chiefly on the

middle and posterior portions of the throat. They resemble the description of

the female in Jackson (1938, p. 1059), which leads one to think that the sub-

adult male plumage may be like that of the female.

The collectors found this warbler chiefly in the dense undergrowth of

the seasonal (dry) swamp forest.

Apalis rufogularis nigrescens (Jackson)

The red-breasted forest warbler is apparently not uncommon in the

Malabigambo, where three specimens were collected on February 14, in tall

tree tops in the seasonal (dry) swamp forest, one of each sex and one whose

sex was not recorded (male by plumage characters); maxilla blackish; man-

dible gray to whitish gray; iris light brown to brick red; feet brown, toes grayer;

stomach contents, insect fragments; weight, 8 to 9 grams.

Bathmocercus cerviniventris vulpinus Reichenow

The black-faced rufous warbler is a very common bird in the Mala-

bigambo Forest, where nine males, five females, and one unsexed bird were

collected, January 27 to February 9, with gonads ranging from small to much
enlarged; bill black; iris dark brown; feet dark brownish gray to blue gray;

bare skin on throat pinkish to pale blue; stomach contents, insect fragments

and insect eggs; weight, 15.5 to 19.5 grams in males, 13 to 16 grams in females.

These birds were found feeding close to the ground in the seasonal swamp
forest. They have a high pitched, very ringing, almost “anvil-like” whistle,

repeated about every 30 seconds.

In an earlier report (Friedmann, 1966, p. 41) western Uganda birds were

referred to the race jacksoni, but since then additional material has served to

support Chapin’s conclusion (1953, p. 418) that jacksoni could not be sep-

arated from vulpinus, and it is reassuring to find that White has also considered

all eastern Congo, Uganda, and Kenya specimens as vulpinus.

Camaroptera chloronota toroensis (Jackson)

A very commonbird in both the Malabigambo and Namalala Forests; 16

specimens were collected January 27 to February 18; seven males, five females,

and four whose sex was unrecorded; mostly in non-breeding condition, but

one with enlarged testes (February 5); maxilla dark horn to blackish, with

paler edges; mandible pale pinkish gray to yellowish gray, darker at the tip;

iris pinkish brown to hazel brown and to dark brown; feet pale brown to dark

brown, with the toes paler; stomach contents, insect fragments; weight, 10 to

13 grams in males, 9 to 10.5 grams in females. These birds were found chiefly

in the dense undergrowth in the seasonal swamp forest, then dry.
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Camaroptera brachyura tincta (Cassin)

Like the preceding species, this one was found in both the Malabigambo

and the Namalala Forests, but smaller numbers of individuals were collected.

Between January 26 and February 17, seven specimens were taken, three of

each sex and one of unrecorded sex, one with enlarged gonads, the others small;

bill black, the distal part of the tomium and the tip paler; iris hazel brown to

pale buff; feet pink or brownish white with a brownish wash; stomach contents,

insect fragments; weight, 10 to 12.5 grams.

Sylvietta virens baraka Sharpe

This short-tailed warbler was found in both the Malabigambo and the

Namalala Forests; two females were taken in the former on February 2 and

16; one of each sex in the latter on February 19; all showed little or no gonadal

enlargement; bill grayish horn brown, paler on the mandible; iris light brown

to hazel brown; feet pinkish brown to orange brown; stomach contents, insect

fragments; weight, 9 to 10 grams.

Macrosphenus flavicans hypochondriacus (Reichenow)

The yellow longbill is a common bird in the Malabigambo, where seven

specimens were collected February 1 to 18, four males and three females, all

in non-breeding state except for a male taken on February 2; maxilla dark

brown horn to black, with whitish tomial edges and tip; mandible flesh horn

to pale pinkish gray to whitish gray; iris bright lime yellow; feet grayish brown,

bluish gray, to pale pinkish gray; stomach contents, insect fragments; weight,

12 to 14 grams in the males, 12 to 12.5 grams in the females. The collectors

found these birds chiefly in the undergrowth of the seasonal swamp forest.

Hylia prasina prasina (Cassin)

A series of 12 specimens taken between January 26 and February 16 is

evidence of the abundance of this bird in the Malabigambo Forest. Of these

five were males, six females, one was unsexed; three of the males had large

gonads, the other two and the females were in non-breeding condition; bill

black to dark brown horn, the edge of the mandible yellowish in some; iris

dark gray brown to dark brown; feet pale to dark olive; stomach contents,

beetles and other insect fragments; weight, 14 to 15.5 grams in the males, 11

to 13.5 grams in the females. One of the males has the entire underparts washed

with olive green, and is probably subadult. The birds were netted close to the

ground in the undergrowth of the seasonal swamp forest. Many years ago

Neave collected a specimen of this species in Buddu (Jackson, 1938, p. 1369).
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CAMPEPHAGIDAE
Campephaga quiscalina martini Jackson

The purple-throated cuckoo-shrike is common in the Malabigambo For-

est; four males, three females, and one unsexed bird in male plumage were

collected January 28 to February 14, their gonads were small or slightly en-

larged in all but one in which the testes were large; bill black; iris dark brown;

feet dark brown to black; the inside of the mouth in two males bright orange,

tongue also bright orange; stomach contents, chiefly caterpillars but also other

insect remains; weight, 34 to 39 grams in the males, 33 to 40 grams in the

females.

LANIIDAE
Dryoscopus angolensis nandensis Sharpe

This pink-footed puff -back shrike appears to be really abundant nowhere

in its range. In the Malabigambo Forest, two males, one with enlarged testes

and one with only slight gonadal swelling, were taken on January 30 and 31;

bill black; iris dark brown with aquamarine outside the pupil; feet grayish

pink; stomach contents, beetle and other insect fragments; weight, 36 and 37

grams. One of these birds was shot in the top of a very tall wild fig tree; both

specimens are in fairly worn plumage, especially on the upper surface of the

wings.

Lanius collaris smithii (Fraser)

One male, in non-breeding state, was collected at the edge of the forest at

Katera, Sango Bay, February 13; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black;

stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 37 grams. A single male with an

imperfect tail, the outer rectrices largely shot away, is impossible to place with

certainty between smithii and capelli, both of which White (1962b, pp. 44, 45)

records from western Uganda, but it seems that the population of the Sango

Bay area is probably smithii, especially since what is left of the basal portions

of the outer tail feathers of our specimen has no black areas. In capelli these

feathers are said to have considerable black in the basal section of the outer-

most rectrices.

ORIOLIDAE
Oriolus brachyrhynchus laetior Sharpe

One of these orioles was shot in a mixed flock of several kinds of birds in

an open glade in the Malabigambo on February 14; the bird was not sexed by

the collectors; wing, 116 mm; bill reddish brown; iris crimson; feet bluish

gray; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 53 grams.
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STURNIDAE
Lamprotornis splendidus splendidus (Vieillot)

This brightly colored starling was common in the Malabigambo, where

four specimens were collected, one male, two females, and one unsexed by

the collectors, January 28 to 31; all with small gonads; bill black; iris white to

bright yellowish white; feet black; stomach contents, wild figs, small hard

fruits, and fruit seeds; weight, 143 grams in the male, 103 to 115 grams in the

females. The birds were found feeding in the lower trees. The loud swishing

sound made by the wings in flight is remarkable for a bird this size.

Lamprotornis caudatus purpuropterus Ruppell

Ruppell’s long-tailed starling was met with in the Malabigambo but once,

on February 17, when one male with large testes, and one female with no

ovarian enlargement, were collected; bill black; iris pale creamy white; feet

black; stomach contents, fruit skins and small whole fruits; weight, 86 grams

in the female, 105 grams in the male.

NECTARINIIDAE
Anthreptes rectirostris tephrolaema (Jardine and Fraser)

The fact that between January 28 and February 10 the collectors obtained

six specimens of this sunbird indicates that it is common in the Malabigambo

Forest. Of these, three are adult males (one left unsexed, but male by plum-

age), one is a young male, and two are adult females; all in non-breeding state;

bill black to dark gray horn; in the young male the basal half of the mandible

and the gape pale yellow; iris deep red brown to deep brick red; feet blackish;

stomach contents, insect fragments and small fruit seeds; weight, 11 to 12

grams in the males, 10 to 11 grams in the females. The birds were found

feeding among hanging lichens in the seasonal (then dry) swamp forest, where

they moved about actively high in the trees.

Anthreptes collaris garguensis Mearns

Common in the Malabigambo Forest; five specimens were obtained

January 27 to February 7, one adult male, one immature male, two adult

females, one unsexed bird, all in non-breeding state; bill black; iris dark

brown; feet black; stomach contents, largely small fruit seeds (in 4 of the 5

specimens), insect remains and one insect egg in one case; weight, 8 to 9

grams. These examples agree with others from western Uganda and from

Kenya.

Nectarinia seimundi traylori Wolters

This sunbird would seem to be less numerous in the Sango Bay forests

than the preceding two species; a single male, with enlarged testes, was ob-
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tained in the Malabigambo on February 1, and a young bird of unrecorded

sex in the Namalala on February 17; maxilla black; mandible yellowish gray

or yellowish horn; iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect frag-

ments; weight, 6.5 to 7 grams. The birds were found feeding amongst the

flowers on flowering trees in the swamp forests.

Nectarinia olivacea ragazzii (Salvadori)

The olive sunbird is abundant in the Malabigambo; in just about a week,

January 27 to February 4, 15 specimens were collected, seven of each sex

and one of unrecorded sex, with gonads ranging from small to large (in two

examples); bill black, the base of the mandible yellowish; iris dark brown;

feet dark brown to brownish black; stomach contents, small fruit seeds and

bramble seeds, and, in one case, a spider and some insect remains; weight, 10

to 12 grams. These sunbirds were found chiefly in the undergrowth of the

seasonal (dry) swamp forest. This is surprising as Jackson (1938, p. 1359)

wrote that the species is, “.
. . not easy to obtain owing to its frequenting the

tallest tree-tops . .

In Williams’s experience, throughout Uganda this is essentially a species

of the forest undergrowth that frequents tall trees only when attracted by their

blossoms. It favors flowers of various species of parasitic Loranthus, a high

forest Erythrina; and the flowers of the flame tree, Spathodea nilotica, seem

to attract it.

Nectarinia verticalis viridisplendens (Reichenow)

Abundant in the Sango Bay forests, this sunbird was met with both in

the Malabigambo and in Namalala, where 13 examples were obtained, Febru-

ary 1 to 18; nine adult males, three adult females, one of unrecorded sex, with

gonads varying from small to large; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black;

stomach contents, small beetles and other insect fragments; weight, 13.5 to 16

grams in males, 12 to 14 grams in females. These green-headed sunbirds were

collected in flowering Erythrina trees near the forest edge. Unlike the olive

sunbird (preceding species), they did not come down to the mist nets in the

undergrowth, and, also unlike that species, they appear to feed wholly on

insects and spiders, not on small seeds.

Nectarinia chloropygia orphogaster (Reichenow)

This species was found commonly in both the Malabigambo and Nama-
lala Forests; ten specimens were taken January 31 to February 19, six males,

three females, one of unrecorded sex, with gonads varying from small to large;

bill black; iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect fragments;

weight, 5.5 to 7 grams. These sunbirds were largely caught in mist nets in the

dense undergrowth of the seasonal swamp forest. Pittman (in litt., July 1968)
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informs us that he collected this species in the Malabigambo years ago (one

female, sent to the British Museum)

.

Nectarinia bouvieri (Shelley)

One adult male, with slight testicular enlargement, was taken in the

Namalala Forest on February 19; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black;

stomach contents, insect fragments; weight, 8 grams.

Nectarinia cuprea cuprea (Shaw)

The coppery sunbird was not met with in the Malabigambo, but one adult

male, with enlarged gonads, was taken in the Namalala on February 13; bill

black; iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 9

grams. The bird was found feeding among the flowers of a small Erythrina

tree in wet swamp forest.

Nectarinia erythrocerca Hartlaub

The red-breasted sunbird was met with commonly in the Namalala For-

est, February 17 and 18, where ten specimens were collected, but, strangely

enough, only a single example was procured in the Malabigambo, on February

4. Of this total series six were males, four were females and one was unsexed

by the collectors; gonads varying from small to large; bill black; iris dark

brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect fragments; weight, 8 to 10 grams.

Most of the specimens were netted in tall swamp grass at the edge of the

forest.

Nectarinia super ba buvuma (van Someren)

This large sunbird was common in the Malabigambo where five examples

were collected January 28 to February 14, three adult males, one adult female,

one unsexed but apparently male, molting into full adult plumage; bill black;

iris dark brown; feet black, dark blackish brown in the female; stomach con-

tents, insect fragments, insect eggs, spiders; weight, 17 grams in the female,

17.5 to 21 grams in the males. These birds were found in the seasonal swamp
forest where some of them were feeding in the Erythrina trees. Elsewhere in

Uganda the species often visits cultivated areas near the forests, attracted

there by the banana flowers.

Nectarinia kilimensis kilimensis Shelley

This long-tailed sunbird was not met with in the Malabigambo, but a

single adult male was taken in the Namalala on February 13; state of gonads

unrecorded; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black; stomach contents, insect

fragments; weight, 15 grams. Apparently the species was not common in the

Sango Bay forests, but it may be noted that it was recorded years ago from

Buddu by Jackson (1938, p. 1317).



42 Contributions in Science No. 162

PLOCEIDAE
Ambylospiza albifrons melanota (Heuglin)

The grosbeak weaver is represented by six specimens, all taken in the

undergrowth or in the bushes and trees of the seasonal (dry) swamp forest of

Malabigambo, February 2 to 18; two adult males and four adult females, one

of the males with large gonads, the other five birds in non-breeding condition;

bill dull black, with paler areas on the underside of the mandible in males, the

maxilla horn brown and the mandible yellowish horn brown in females; iris

dark brown; feet dark gray brown to dark brown; stomach contents, crushed

seeds, small whole fruits, and grit; weight, 46 to 56 grams in males, 33 to 42

grams in females.

Ploceus pelzelni pelzelni (Hartlaub)

The slender-billed weaver was not met with in the Malabigambo but was

very common in the Namalala Forest, where eight specimens were collected

February 13 to 19; three males and five females, the males all with enlarged

gonads and the females all with small ones; bill black; iris grayish white to

buff, with darker center; feet gray to brownish gray; stomach contents, small

whole fruits; weight, 14 to 17.5 grams in males, 12 to 15 grams in females. The
birds were found in tall tussock grass in wet swamp forest glades.

Ploceus ocularis crocatus (Hartlaub)

The spectacled weaver was found in the Namalala Forest where two ex-

amples, one of each sex, were taken February 17 and 18, the male with large

testes, the female with slight ovarian enlargement; bill black; iris yellowish

white in male, white in female; feet gray, with a brownish tinge in the male;

stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 27 grams in the male, 37 grams in

the female. The birds were collected in tall grass in a clearing in the forest.

Ploceus nigricollis nigricollis (Vieillot)

Common in the Malabigambo; 12 specimens collected January 26 to

February 10, eight males, four females, mostly with small gonads but two of

the males with enlarged testes; bill black; iris creamy brown to dark brown;

feet gray with a brown or a bluish tinge; stomach contents, fruit seeds and

insect fragments; weight, 28 to 40 grams in males, 26 to 27.5 grams in females.

Ploceus xanthops (Hartlaub)

The larger golden weaver is represented in the collection by a single male

with enlarged testes, taken at Katera, February 13; bill black; iris whitish

cream; feet brownish horn; stomach contents, seeds and some insect remains;

weight, 45.5 grams. The bird was taken from a low bush at the forest edge.
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Ploceus castanops Shelley

Two males with enlarged testes, and three females, one with large, the

others with slightly swollen ovaries, were taken in the Namalala Forest,

February 17 and 18; bill black; iris yellowish white in males, white in females;

feet brown; stomach contents, insect fragments only; weight, 19.5 to 21 grams

in females, 21 and 22 grams in males. The birds were netted in tall grass in a

clearing in the swamp forest.

Ploceus nigerrimus nigerrimus Vieillot

Vieillot’s black weaver is a very commonbird in the Sango Bay area, and

was met with in numbers in both the Malabigambo and the Namalala Forests,

where 16 examples were collected, January 30 to February 17, five males, 10

females, and one unsexed specimen; four of the males with enlarged testes,

the other male and all the females with no or only slight gonadal swelling; bill

black in males, dark horn gray brown, paler toward the base of the mandible,

in females; iris lemon yellow in males, creamy to whitish, flecked with brown,

in females; feet brown; stomach contents, small fruit seeds, bramble seeds,

insects; weight, males 40.5 to 42.5 grams, females 28 to 33 grams. Some of

these birds were shot from the taller flowering trees while others were caught

in nets in the undergrowth, indicating a wide range of food foraging.

Ploceus weynsi (Dubois)

Weyns’s weaver reaches its eastern limits in southern Uganda; the Sango

Bay area must be close to the southeastern periphery of its range. It is common
in the Malabigambo Forest, where seven specimens were taken January 27 to

29; three adult males and three adult and one young females, all in non-

breeding state; bill black in the males, dark horn brown to horn black, with

the mandible basally somewhat paler, in the females; iris lemon yellow with a

chestnut inner ring; feet brown to grayish brown; stomach contents, fruit seeds;

weight, 36 to 37 grams in males, 30 to 33 grams in females.

This relatively little-known species was found high up in the tall trees in the

seasonal (dry) swamp forest, usually in small groups of 10 to 20 individuals.

Its flight was noted as being very fast.

Williams has noted this weaver from time to time near Entebbe, often in

large flocks. There it frequents both lush lake shore vegetation and forest

tree tops.

Ploceus melanocephalus fischeri Reichenow

This weaver was met with at Katera and in the Namalala Forest, Febru-

ary 13 to 18, when three specimens were obtained, all males with enlarged

testes; bill black; iris dark brown; feet brown; stomach contents, insect frag-



44 Contributions in Science No. 162

ments and a few seeds; weight, 29 to 31 grams. These specimens agree with a

series from western Uganda.

Ploceus super ciliosus (Shelley)

The compact weaver is represented in the collection by two adult males,

one taken in the Malabigambo Forest, February 9, the other at Katera on

February 17; neither were in breeding condition; maxilla blackish; mandible

pale grayish with a dark gray area in the center of the underside; iris dark

brown; feet pale brown to flesh brown; stomach contents, crushed whitish

seeds; weight, 21 and 24 grams.

Malimbus rubricollis rubricollis (Swainson)

The red-headed malimbe was met with in the Malabigambo Forest on two

occasions; two adult males, with slight testicular enlargement were collected

there on January 30, February 18; bill black; iris dark brown; feet black;

stomach contents, grasshopper, insect remains, and fruit seeds; weight, 41.5

and 47 grams.

Malimbus malimbicus malimbicus (Daudin)

One subadult male not in full adult plumage, without an occipital crest

and with some mixture of black among the red of the crown, occiput, and

breast, was taken in the Malabigambo Forest on February 13. This specimen

record constitutes a considerable eastern extension of the known range of the

species, previously not reported east of western Uganda (Bwamba, Budongo

and Bugoma Forests). Our present example was shot out of a small mixed

flock of several species foraging fairly low down in the seasonal (dry) swamp
forest; bill gray horn brown, paler on the mandible; iris dark brown; feet

blackish brown; stomach contents, insect remains; weight, 38 grams. The
specimen agrees with two others, in the same plumage stage, from the

Bugoma Forest.

Euplectes axillaris phoeniceus (Heuglin)

This whydah is not a true forest bird, but it was found in the tall grass in

open glades in the Malabigambo Forest, where six specimens were collected

February 9 to 13, two males with slight to considerable testicular enlargement,

and four females with small ovaries; bill pale gray in males, brown horn with

the mandible paler in females; iris dark brown; feet black in males, brown

horn in females; stomach contents, small seeds and a little grit; weight, 24 and

25 grams in males, 18 to 22 grams in females.

Vidua macroura (Pallas)

The ubiquitous pin-tailed widow bird is not a forest dweller, but a single
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adult male, with enlarged testes and in full nuptial plumage, was taken at

Katera on February 18; bill red orange with black edges; iris dark brown; feet

blackish gray brown; weight, 12 grams.

Hypargos nitidulus schlegeli (Sharpe)

The green-backed twin-spot was found in the undergrowth in fairly open

seasonal swamp forest in both the Malabigambo and the Namalala; five speci-

mens were obtained January 28 to February 18; three males, two unsexed

birds, one of which is in male plumage, the other either female or young; bill

black, with a reddish tinge at the tip and on the distal half or so of the mandible;

iris dark brown; feet brown to pale grayish brown; stomach contents, small

crushed seeds in one, the others empty; weight, 8.5 to 10 grams. The birds were

netted in the low vegetation along a path in the seasonal swamp forest.

Pirenestes ostrinus ostrinus (Vieillot)

This extremely variable weaver is common in the Malabigambo Forest;

eight specimens were taken, February 5 to 16, four of each sex, with gonads

varying from small to large; bill black with a violet wash in the males, black

with less violet in the females; iris dark brown to very deep red brown; feet

brown; stomach contents, crushed small whitish seeds, and grit; weight, 18.5

to 22 grams. The birds were collected in the nets set in the undergrowth in the

seasonal (dry) swamp forests.

Nigrita canicapilla schistacea Sharpe

The gray-headed negro finch was found commonly in the Malabigambo

and was also collected (one specimen) in the Namalala; a series of ten speci-

mens in all, January 30 to February 19; four males and six females, the

gonads large in one of the males and small in the other nine birds; bill black;

iris red; feet dark brown; stomach contents, small fruit seeds; weight, 17 to 23

grams in males, 16 to 19.5 grams in females. These birds were found both in

the undergrowth and well up in tall trees in the seasonal swamp forest.

Spennophaga ruficapilla ruficapilla Shelley

The red-headed blue-bill was found to be very common in the Mala-

bigambo but was not met with (or at any rate, was not collected) in the

Namalala. In the former forest 16 specimens were obtained January 27 to

February 12, eight adult males, seven adult females, one young bird of un-

recorded sex, gonads enlarged in one male, small or only slightly enlarged in

the other examples; bill metallic violet blue to black, with tomial edges and tip

reddish; iris dark brown; feet dark brown; stomach contents, chiefly small

seeds, some insect fragments, and grit; weight, 20 to 25 grams in the males,

20 to 24 grams in females. Most of these birds were netted in the undergrowth

in the seasonal swamp forest.
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Nesocharis ansorgei ansorgei (Hartert)

One of the surprises of the collection was to find that this weaver finch

extends east so far as the Sango Bay area, about 170 miles east of its pre-

viously known range. At the edge of the Malabigambo Forest two adult males

and one female were taken, January 30 and 31, all with slight gonadal enlarge-

ment; bill blackish horn, with the portion of both the maxilla and the mandible

bluish white; iris very dark brown; feet grayish brown; stomach contents, small

crushed seeds; weight, 8 to 9.5 grams. These specimens have been discussed

elsewhere (Friedmann, 1968b) in connection with the distributional picture

of the whole genus.

Estrilda paludicola paludicola Heuglin

This little waxbill is not a forest bird but was found in grassy places in

open glades in both the Malabigambo and the Namalala Forests, where seven

specimens were collected, February 9 to 13; the gonads varying from small to

enlarged; bill red; iris bright red; feet brown to dark brown; stomach contents,

seeds and fine grit; weight, 6 to 8 grams.

Estrilda astrild peasei Shelley

Another non-sylvan waxbill, this species was collected in an open glade

in the Malabigambo, where one female was taken on February 15, and at

Katera, where a male was collected February 17; both birds in non-breeding

state; bill bright red to orange red; iris dark brown; feet black in male, dark

gray in female; stomach contents, small seeds and grit; weight, 7.5 grams each.

Lonchura bicolor poensis (Fraser)

The balck and white mannikin was found in the grass along a path in an

open glade in the Malabigambo, February 2 and 5, when five specimens were

obtained, three males, one female, one unsexed bird, with gonads ranging from

small to enlarged; bill pale blue to horn black, with paler gray edges; iris dark

gray brown; feet dark gray; stomach contents, grass seeds and grit; weight,

8 to 10 grams.

Lonchura cucullata cucullata (Swainson)

The bronze mannikin, like the preceding species, was found in the grassy

places in an open glade in the Malabigambo Forest; two females were collected

February 6 and 7, both in non-breeding state; maxilla black, mandible pale

gray; iris dark brown; feet dark gray; stomach contents, grass seeds and grit;

weight, 9.5 grams.
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FRINGILLIDAE

Serinus citrinelloides frontalis (Reichenow)

Found in both the Malabigambo and the Namalala Forests, this serin is

represented by a male taken in the former place February 10, and a female

from the latter forest, February 19; both in non-breeding state; bill gray brown

with darker tip; iris dark brown; feet brown; weight, 12 grams each.
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